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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.., and read prayers.

RAILWAYS, FREIGHT ON
FRUIT,

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Railwaya: 1, Is it a fact ibat the Commis-
sioner of Railways sent representatives to a
recent conterence of fruitgrowers held in
Perth with a view to affording assistance to
that industry? 2, Is it a fact that the form
of assistance given by the Commissioncr ja an
increase in freight on fruit of approximately
50 to GO per cent. 3, Does he consider such
irerease ig likely to assist the fruitgrowers in
the prosecution of their industry? 4, If net,
will he eonsider the reduction of such freights’

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS replied:
i, Representatives were sent to a conference
in order to afford information regarding tran-
sit and freight charges. 2, No. Freight
has not been increased, except that the mini-
mum charge on small lots has been raised
from 9d. per econsignment to 1s. Zone rates
per case, as follows, were offered at the eon-
ference with the object of facilitating the re-
tail sale of fruit in agricultural and goldfields
distriets:—up to 300 miles, 1s.; 300 to 400
miles, 1s. 3d.; over 400 miles, 1s. 6d. These
are slightly lower than the ordinary rate hook
charges, but their object more particularly was
to simplify the calenlation of price per case
delivered at destination. They were not ae-
cepted. 3 and 4, The matter will reeeive
further consideration.

QUESTION—

QUESTION—AGRICULTURE, LIGHT

LAXDS.
Mr. JOHNSTOXN asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Government eounsidered the follow-
ing resolution which was carried unanimously
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at the light lan-s conferenee which was held
in Perth on 24th February, 1921, namely:—
"*That the Government be asked to review
their poliey with recard to farmers on light
lands, and to extend to them more sympath-
etie treatment, partienlarly in regard to rent
and hab:lltws ineurred whilst farming, and
that immediate rvolicf be given to neceswit-
ous eases’'? 2 What action has been taken
to carry this resolution into effect? 3, What
further reliet is it intended to afford to set-
tlers farming lizht lands, 28 desired by the
ahovy resolution?

The¢ PREMIER rveplied: 1, Yes. 2, That
each ecase be Jdealt with on its merits. 3,
Answered by Neo. 2.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE.
Order Discharged,

On motion by the Premier, the Order of the
Day for the scecond reading of the Road
Closure Bill was discharged.

MOTION—PUBLIC SERVICE HOUSING.
To inquire by Select Committee.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 10th January, of the debate on the
following motion by Mr. MacCallum Smith—

That a select committee be appointed to
consider the housing of the Public Service
Departments ir one central building.

Question put and negatived.

MOTTOX—METROPOLITAN TRAMWAY
EXTENSIONS,

To inguire by Select Committee,

Debate resumed from the 10th January, on
the following motion by Mr. Clydesdale——

That a select committee be appointed to
inquire into and report on the necessary

tramway extensions in the metropolitan
area.
Mr. MANN (Perth) [4.34]: It is impos-

sible to get a vacant lhouse in the
metropolitan district. Tn the more thickly
Jopulated portions of the c¢ity there are often
upwards of three families living in one house.
This is because of the high rents charged
and of the inability of people to secure vacant
houscs. The cost of land along the present
tramway rontes is so high that it is almost
impossible to huy a block in order to erect
a dwelling vpon it, Tn many iuvstances, land
is helt for business sites and people eannat
afford to purchase the blocks for residential
purpores. T have been regnested by various
persons in ny electorate to endeavour to re-
lieve the position. Tt is desirable that there
should he extensions of the tramway services
to distriets where it ia possible for people whoe
cannot pay high prices for the land along
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the present routes, to proeure blocks at a
reasonable price, T support the motion with
that object in view.

Mr. RICHARDSOX (Subiaco) [4.37]: I
sapport the motion. It was understood by
the metropolitan wembers that tramway ex-
tensions wcre to be proceeded with at an
early date. I was surprised that the Gov-
ernment had not expedited this work. Until
quite recently T understood that the frst
tramway extension would be to Como. I
did not bother about that beeause I was nn-
der the impression that the next extension
to be carricd out would be to Claremont,
That is what we were led to believe from
the position as put before ns by the Minister
for Mines. I do not blame that Minister
because the extensions have mnot been car-
ried out as 1 believe the explanation is that
the money was not released by the Treas-

urer. The Minister 18 fully seized with the
necessity for the proposed extensions. The
seleet  committee, if appointed, will not

throw much light on the matter, except in
one direction. Certain local authorities have
indicated that they will indemnify the Gov-
ernment if they make the extensions. The
seleet committee will probably he able to get
direct evidence from those local bodies who
say they are prepared to assist the Govern-
ment to that extent. Those local authorities
may be able to find the actnal cush, as, T
understand, the South Perth people were
prepared to put up the funds in order to
build the extension to Como.

The Minister for Mines:
teec much faith in that!

Mr, RICHARDSON: I am not.

Mz, Clydes@ale: T never said that.

Mr, RICHARDSON: T mention this nas-
peet beeause’ it has been bruited abroad that
some municipalities and road hoards are
prepared to find the necessary eash. T want
to find out who they are and the appoint-
ment of o seleet committee will assist in
that direction.

Mr. Clydesdale: Tt has never been said
that any local body would put up the capital
to build the line.

Mr. RICHARDSOK: T do rot think any
local governing body will attempt to give
any such gumarantce, but these are the state-
ments the seleet committee will be able to
investigate and see how far the people are
prepared to assist the Government.

My, CLYDESDALE {Canning—in reply)
[4.41]: As every member who has spoken is
favourable to the appointment of a select
eommittee, it leaves nothing for me to add.
The Minister for Railways, however, sug-
gested that the local bodies shontd meet and
prepare a concrete scheme. T.ocal eommit.
tees have met so often that they are tired of
doiug so. XNothing will be gainecl by meet-
ing again. My contention is that if those
loeal 'bodies who are prepared to contribute
towards the interest and sinking fund, are
able to put a proposal before the Govern-

Don’t yon pnt
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ment, the appointment of the select com-
mittee will assist in arrwmg at something
definite.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes - .. .. .. 28
Noaes .. .. .. - 9
Majority for .- .. 19
AYES,
Mr. Angelo Mr. O0’'Loghlen
. Angwin Mr. Pickering
Mr. Boyland Mr, Plesse
Mr. Carter Mr. Richardson
Mr. Chesson Mr. Ssmpson
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Colller Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Davies Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Denton Mre. J. Thomson
Mr. Lambert Mr, Underwood
Mr. Lutey Mr, Walker
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr. Wllson
Mr, Mann Mr. Carboy
Mr. Marshall {Teller.)
Mr. Mupsle
Noes.
Mr, Broun Sir James Mitchell
Mr. George Mr. Beaddan
Mr. Harrizon Mr, Troy
Mr. Johnston : Mr. Mullany
Mr. H. K. Maley (Teller.)

Question thus passed.
Ballot taken.

Mr. SPEAKER: As there has been even
voting for the fourth place between the
member for Williams-Narrogin  (Mr. John-
ston) and the member for Claremont (Mr.
[, Thomson}, it is incumbent on me to give
a casting vote. Sueh a situation has not
arisen for many years, and I cannot quote
n precedent at the moment, but I give my
cagting vote in favour of the member for
Claremont. The select committee will con-
sist of Messrs., Angwin, Davies, Lambert, J.
Thomson, and the mover.

On motion by Mr. Clydesdale, resolved:
That the select committee have power to call
for persoms and papers, to sit on days over
which the House stands adjourned, and to
report on the 18th TJanudry.

Sitting suspended from 5.4 to 7.0 pm.

BILL—LAND AND [NCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT,
Returned from the Couneil with amend-

ments.
Couneil’s amendments.
Schedule of seven amendments made by
the Council in the Bill now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs ip the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill,
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No. 1—Clause 3, strike out this clause:

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The Bill
when it left this House provided in Clause 3
that Section 10 of the prineipal Aet should
be amendel by omitting the proviso to Sub-
section 2, which preseribed that improvements
on ope parcel of land conld be held to eever
two or more parcels of land, the property of
the same owncer. Another plaee wishes to
strike that clause ont. T move—

That the amendment e not agreed to.

AMr. PICKERING: T will sapport the
Council’s amendment. When the Biil was
in this House this party were prepared to
aevept a limitation of the distance between
the parcels of land hut, that proposal hav-
ing been nepgatived by this (ommittee, we
kave nothing to do hmt fall back on ihe
main prineiple.

Question put and a dvision taken with the
following result:—

Aves .. . .. .20
Noes .. .. .. .. 8
Majority for .. .o 12
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Sir James Mlichell
Mr. Bayland Mr. Mullany
Mr. Broun Mr. Munale
Mr. Chesson Mr. Richardson
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Collier Mr. J. M. Smlth
Mr. Davies Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Georga Mr, Wilson
Mr. Heron Mr. Corboy
Mr. Lutey {Teller.)y
Mr, Mann
NoOES.

Mr. Angelo Mr. Piesse
Mr, Denton Mr, J. H. Smith
Mr. Harrlson Mr. Sampson
Mr. Johneton {Teller.}

Mr. Plckering

Question thua passed;
amnendment not agreed to.

No. 1la, Clause 5—5Strike ont “*further”’
in line 1 aml strite out *‘paragraph’’ and
ingert ‘‘subscction’’:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T move—
That the amendment be agreed to.
the (ouncil™

the Council’s

Question put and possed;
amendment agreed to.

No. 2—Clause 6--Strike out the clause and
insert the following—*‘Scction 19 of the prin-
eipal Aect is amended by—(a.} Adding to sub-
section 10 the following worda:—'Or anv
pension pakd to the widow, relatives, or de-
pendents of a deceased roldicr or sailor killed
during the war, or who has died from injuries
received, or sickness contracted, during the
war, or any pensioner under the Tavalid and
Old Ape Pensions Act, 1808.” (b.) By adding
new gubsections as follows:-——11, The income
of any roeciety nr association not carried on
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for the purpose of profit or gain to the in-
diviiual members thercof established far the
purpuse of promoting the development of the
agrienltural, pastoral, horticultural, viticel-
tural, stock raising, manuofacturing, or indus-

trial resourees of Western Australia. 12, The
income of any soviety or assoeiation
of' a public character established for the
promaotion  of seientific research. (e} By
striking out the wordy ‘sohsections (1)
to {8} hereof,’ im the first line of
the last paragraph, aml inserting in lien

thereof the words ‘this seetion.’ "’

The MINISTER F(OR MINES: Clanse 6
provided an amendment to Section 19 of the
principal Act. It was the exemption clause,
The Couneil virtually retains it, but adds a
couple of suhelauses. The first of these will
exempt socicties, such as agrienltnral societies,
not carried on tor the purposcs of profits or
pain to the individoal members thereof.

Hon. P. Coltier: T thought they were al-
realdy exempted.

The MINISTER I'OR MINES: So did T.
¥f they are not, they ought to be exempted.
Under the Couneil’s amenlment exemption
will be granted also to socicties for the pro-
motion of scientifie research, The amendment
also provides that while the associations or
socicties shall be cxempt, the cmployces of
those associations or societies shall not he ex-
empt from income tax. T move—

That the amendmient be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to,

No. 3, Clause 7 of the Bill: Strike out,
and insert the following:—*¢Section 30 of the
prrineipal Act iz omitted and the following
inserted in lieu thereof:—30. From the tax-
able amount so asecrtained as aforeraid, every
taxpayer shall be entitled to dedurtions in re-
spect of the annoal mmount of—(1) Losses,
outgoings, interest on mortgages and leans,
anll expeuvacs actually ineurred in Western
Australia by the taxpayer in the production
or proteetion (where such eannot he insured
agninat) of his income: that is, income which
is not oxempt from income tax under section
nincteen of this Aet. (2) (a) Net trading
projurty or business losses ineurred in one or
more years during the five years preceding the
yvear of ascessment. (b)Y Net losses ariging
over a like period from the loss of stock in
tiade, erops. and livestock duwe to droughts
or other circumstanees or conditions over
which the taxpayer had ba control or was
nwnable to protect or insure againat; Provided
that no losses in resneet to fixed capital assets
shall be allowed as a deduetion under this seec-
tion. (3) Sums expended by the taxpayer for
repairs of premises let or intended to be let to
tonants. (4} Bums cxpended by a taxpayer
for vepaira tnhis dwelling house whether such
dwelling housr is fully purchased or in the
course of purchase; provided that this dedve-
tion sholl not apply when the taxable income
exeeeds #2307 (3) (a) Every premium or
sum paid by the taxpaver on the insurance of
his own life, or that of his wife or children,or
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Tur a deferred annuity, or other like provision
for the wife or children. (b) Every premium
paid (not exceeding £50)} in respect of any
fidelity guarantee or bond, which such em-
ployer is required to provide for the exereise
of his profession, trade, employment, or voeca-
tion. {e) Medical expenses (not exceeding
£50) ineurred by a taxpayer on behalf of him-
selt or those dependent upon him: Provided
that this subsection shall not apply where the
tuxable incoine exeeerls £250. (d) Reasonable
travelling expenses ineurred in producing or
protecting the assessable income. (6.} Sums
expended for repaira of prewmises oceupied for
business purposes, and for the repair or alter-
ation of machinery, implements, utensils, and
articles employed by the taxpayer for the
purposes of hia business. (7.} Such sum as
the Commissioner may think just and reason-
able ag representing the diminished value
(i.e., for the purpose for which they were in-
fonded in a going concern), by reason of wear
and tear, during the year, of any machinery,
implements, utensils, and articles used by the
taxpayer for the purposes of his business: Pro-
villed that, where in any business income is
set apart by the taxpayer by way of a fund
to eover the depreciation of such machinery,
implements, utensils, and articles, the amount
so set apart for the year immediately preced-
ing the year of assessment shall, subjeet to
the approval of the Commigsioner, be the sum
to he deducted for depreciation: Provided
that in no case shall any allowance be made
for the depreeiation of buildings. (8.) Not-
withstanding the limitation in Subsection (1)
hereof, the Commissioner shall, in cases in
which it may seem to him just, allow losses,
outgoings, and cxpenses, even if incurred be-
yond the State. (8) Where a taxpayer em-
ploya his sons or daughters over the age of
sixteen years in his trade or oceupation, such
sum may be deducted for their serviees as
may be preseribed by any Arbitration award
ar as to the Commisgioner may secm rteason-
abte. (10) Where a taxpayer, either alove or
with other persons, carries on or is interested
as f partner in more than one business, and
makes a profit in one or more of such busi-
nesses and a loss on another or others, such
taxpayer shall be entitled to deduct the sum
of the losses from that of the profits. (11)
A sum rvepresenting forty pounds for cach
child under the age of sixteen vears at the
beginning of the finaneial year in which the
income is received, and residing with and de-
pendent upon the taxpayer. (12) The cost
actually ineurred during the year by a tax-
payer for labour and materials employed in
development work, as preseribed, in a mine,
when the business of a taxpayer is that of
mining. (13) All rates and taxes, including
State and Federnl land taxes and Federsl in-
some tax, actnally paid in Western Australia
in respect of land situate in or income le-
rived in Western Australia by the taxpayer
during the year in which the income was re-
reived, but not ineluding any State income tax
paid under this Act. (14) Any payment to
the board or the trusteea of any charitahle
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ingtitution, incorporated or otherwise, or of a
publie park or reserve, or of a university or
public school, or of a library, art gallery,
museum, or other institution for public educa.
tion, recreation or enjoyment, subsidised by
the Goverment: Provided that such payment
i3 applied solely to such charitable or other
public purpose. (15) The annual sum neces-
sary to reconp the expenditure on improve-
ments under eovenant with the lessor on and
by 2 lessee whe has no tenant rights in the
improvements. The deduction uvnder this
paragraph shall be aseertained by dividing the
amount expended on the improvements by the
lessce by the number of years in the unex-
pired period of the lease at the date the im-
provements were effected. For the purpose ot
this and the preceding section the word ** busi-
ness’' shall be takey to include any profes-
sion, trade, employment or vocation, and the
carning of income from other sonrces inelud-
ing investments.

The MINISTER TFOR MINES: The
Couneil’s amendment seeks to strike out
Clause 7 of the Bill which provided a num-
ber of amendments to Section 30 of the
principal Aet. The amendment meant al-
tering & word here and altering a word
there, with the result that it was diffienlt to
follow. The amendwment now proposed by
the Council sets out the complete clause with
the amendments suggested to the Bill, in
addition to those proposed by the Counmeil,
Thus, members have the clause as it wonld
appear finally in the Bill if agreed to. The
Council have made omly a few alterations,
the principal one being in Subelause 2,
;rhich, as it feft the Council, read as fol-
ows:—

Net trading, prospecting or husiness
losses incured in one or more years during
the five years preceding the year of as-
sessment.

The effcet of that amendment will be that
if a man makes a profit of £1,000 this year,
but has made a loss of £1,000 in one or any
vear during the five years preeeding the
year of assessment, he shall be able to set
the loss againat the profit and thus pay no
ineome tax, The Couneil also suggests the
aholition of the averaping clause. It seems
to me that the Couneil’s proposal may be
danpgerous and impracticable. It would be
preferable to permit the taxpayer ta average
his ineome rather than permit him to dednet
losses running back for a period of five vears
prior to the year of assessment.

Mr. Angelo: His business will not con-
tinue if he has losses for five years,

The MINTATER FOR MINES: Some
businesses have to continve for more than
five years at a loss, hecause they cannot be
disposed of. I am afraid the Council have
gone teo far with this suggestion. An in-
dividual could make profits for four years
and yet go back to the fifth year, when he
made a loss, and deduct that from his in-
come this year and perhaps pay no income
tax.
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Hon, P, Collier: Although during those
four years he may make big profits.

Mr. Angelo: He could only make the de-
duction once,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, but
he could get out of the business altogether
next year,

Mr. Harrison: That would be equitable.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know about that. What about the wages and
salaried men?! 1 meve a modificafion to the
Couneil 's amendment—

That in Subelause 2 Paragraph (a) the
words ‘“in any year during the five years®’
be struck out and ‘‘in the year immedi-
ately ?’ be inserted in lieun.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: When this matter
was hefore us previously, we disagreed with
the proposal, because it did not. include every-
one. Later on the Committee carried by a
large majority, a new clause applying to every-
one, I would prefer to see the referemce to
net trading, prospecting, or business losses
deleted and confine it to unet losses. Then it
would apply to everyone.

The Minister for Mines: You would not
make that apply to more than one year, wonld
youd

Hon. W, (', ANGWIN: I om not dealing
with that aspect for the moment, T cannot
sec why a person who is out of cmployment
owing to sickness or shortage of work for
several months in the year, should not be able
to make a deduetion as against his wages for
the next year, just as a business man is to be
permitted to do.

The Minister for Works: How could you
arrange that seeing that wages are variable?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They vary very
little.

The Minister for Works: You would not
say that if a carpenter is out of employment,
he would not take work as a casual labourer.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: A man would take
work at whatever he could turn his hand to.
Many men are out of employment now, Their
wages for the year may only amount to
£100; next year they way amount to £250,
A man will have te pay his full tax on £250
without being allowed to set off his losses in
wages for the previous year.

The Minister for Mines:
losses for the previous year?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: He cannot wmake
up the wages he lost through unemployment.

The Minister for Mines: How conld yon

say what that would amount to?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Commissioner
couid say from the taxation assessments. How
are vou going to arrive at the basis of any
loss, because he does not work the full num-
ber of days in the year?

The Minister for Mines: The only way to
do it is if his income falls, the difference
way he allowed in a subszequent assessment.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tn the income tax
return every person has to sigm a deelaration.
Surely & workman’'s signature is as good ns
that of the husiness man. The business man

Where are his
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has an opportunity sometimes by an increase
in trade of making up his loss, the workman
has no such opportunity. He has to pay off
back dehts very often. I should like to know
whether I would be in order in moving to
strike out the words **trading, prospecting or
business.’’

The CHATRMAN: Tt will be necessary for
the Minister to temporarily withdraw his
modification.

The Mipister for Mines: I will do so.

Modifieation hy leave withdrawn,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: This claose i8
really emhodied in Clause 29 of the Bill. Now
it has been altered to such an extent that it
will only apply to certain persons, 1 move
a modification—

That the words ‘‘trading, prospecting
or business’' be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T agree
with the principle as outlined by the hon,
member that all taxpayers should be put
on the same basis. You cannot get absoluie
equality in the imposition of income tax, If
you did you would have to go into the ques-
tion of the calling of each ‘ndividual. There
is a vast difference hetween income derived
by an individoal, and income derived by a
person engaged in a business. Tf a earpenter
in receipt of £1 a day works 320 days in the
vear he earns £320. TIf in the mext year he
worked for only 120 days his income woulid
fall to £120. In the following vear he eonld
deduet his loss, but as a matter of fact he
has not made an actual loss in the same sense
as the man engaged in businoss. Tf a business
man makes a loss he does not take anything
out of his business, he puts something into it,
and in the following ¥ear vou allow him te
take out what he had to put in in the previous
year to make up his loss. But if he takes it
out as fees as a director or as salary as a
manager, it is income. The two eases, there-
fore, are not parallel. The Council’s amend-
ments do not meet what the Council desire,
and T think it will he hetter to adhere to
the proposal previously put up hy the Assem-
hly of the three years’ average.

Sitting suspended from 8.10 to 8.80 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T hope
the amendment of the member for North-
Fast Fremantle will not he carried, hecaure
it will only make confusion worse con-
founded. The better conrse would be to
omit the proposed subseetion altogether for
the present, so that we may first ascertain
what effect it would have on the finances,
T candidly admit that T fail to see how the
proposal would operate.

Mr. PICKERING: While T agree that it
ie difficult to wmake yprovision on the lines
suggested by the member for North-East
Fremantle, I do not at all faveur the dele-
tion suggested by the Minister for Mines.
Averaging onc's income on the past three
vears, one might find oneself paying on am
excessive income.
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Hon, W, (. Angwin:
siart from this year.
going back.

Mr. PICEERING:
amendment says.

Hon. W. C, Apngwin: But we can amend
it so that it will say that.

Mr. PICKERING: I am not prepared
fo agree that the allowance for losses shounld
be cut ont. ITn the North-West there have
been droughts extending over as mueh as
three years. TFhus the position of a pastor-
alist might be very serious in respect of
this legislation. I fail to see how the
amendment of the member for North-East
Fremantle can be given effeet to; otherwise
I would support it. The system of book-
keeping which that amendment would in-
volve would be highly expensive.

The Minister for Works: And very in-
tricate.

Mr. PICKERING: 1 support the reten-
tion of the clause as it comes to vus from the
Couneil.

Mr. ANGELO: T hope the Counecil’s
amendment will be agreed to. I would re-
mind the Minister for Mines and the Com-
mittee that a precedent has already been es-
tablished by the Federal Taxation Depart-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN: It would be better if
the discussion were restricted to the deletion
of certain words, proposed by the member
for North-East Fremantle.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN: T lope the Council’s
amendment will be retained, subjeet to the
amendment moved by the member for North
East Fremantle, who put wp a very good
argument for applying the Council’s amend-
ment to all sections of the community, and
not merely to the trade and business inter-
ests, which receive 80 much eonsideration.

The Minister for Mines: That is only so
nmuch wind.

Mr, JOHNSTOXN: The Minister spoke of
the Council’s amendment as being in lieu of
the clause providing for the averaging sys-
tem. That clause went through here in the
early moming, when we were very tired; and
it went through in such a form that its ef-
feet would be most injurious, particularly
to the farming interests. The farmers had
two years of high priecs; and, if they were
now to pay on the average of threc years,
thev would be paying on an ineome very
much higher than that actually received by
them. That is the point.

The Minister for Mines: No. The point
is, how will the amimncmidment of the member
for North-East Fremautle apply?

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am given to under-
stand that the scleet committee of the
Upper House whoe brought forward this
amendment aseertained beforehand that it
would he workable.

The Minister for Mines: Not subjeet to
the amendment of the member for North-East
Fremantle.

The averaging could
There need be no

That is not what the
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Mr. JOHNSTOXN: The Minister says,
“*Let us throw out this amendment of the
Council entirely.’’

Mr. HARRISON: I disagree with the
member for North-East Fremantle. It will
be impossible to carry his proposal into ef-
fect. There are any number of salary earn-
ers and ne accounts or books are kept to
verify their earnings. They already have
exemption to a certain amount.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
to keep books.

Ar. Harrison:
ployer te employer.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Taxation
Department require employers to supply lists
of their employees and of the income earned
by them. The employees have to submit
their returns and the two can be checked.
The same applies to wages. The only way
to put a check on a business man is to make
an aodit of his books. I do not object to
the Council’s proposal, but all taxpayers
should be served alike. If any difficulty pre-
sents itself, it ¢an be remedied next year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
nseless for the hon, member to argue that a
check can be kept on wages and salaries ag
on a business trading account, The trading
account must be submitted every year, ir-
respective of whether there is a profit or a
loss. If a salary earmer’s income falls be-
low the exemption, he does not put in a re-
turn.

Myr. Chesson:
refurn,

The MINISTER TFOR MINES: Yes,
showing that Jim Jones worked for a ecer-
tain period and earned so much, If the de-
partment had to compare Jim Jones’s re-
turn with the lists supplied by all the em-
ptoyers for whom he worked, an army of
clerks would be required. The employers’
list is merely used for a cheeck and not to
arrive at the amount which Jones has earned
during the year.

Mr, Chesson: But Jim Jones would be
employed at a certain factory or works.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If he
remained with the one employer for the full
vear, the department would be able to get at
him, [f a trader’s account shows a loss, the
{rader has earned less than nil and has to draw
from some other source to make up the loss. If
a wage earner receives only £10 for the year,
he hasg earned something, That illustrates the
difference between the two cases. There is ab-
solutely ne parallel between the respective
Josses. Even if the amendment of the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle were passed, no
court would permit a man to say that, because
his salary fell below £1 a day for 320 days
in the vear, he had sustained a loss. There
nust he a limit somewhere, and that limit
its provided by the words ‘‘trading, prospect-
ing or business’’ in connection with which re-
torns must be made. If a business man last

Employers have

Many men go from em-

But the employer puts in a
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vear had an income of £5,000 and this year
an ineome of only £2,000, would we aceept
his statement that he had sustained a loss of
£3,000? That is what the member for North-
East Fremantle is arguiag. A pastoralist in
a good season makes perhaps £10,000 and
next year only £5,000; would he be allowed
to deduct the £3,000 as a loss because bis
income was g6 much less than in the previous
year! There can only be a loss when the
income falls below zero.

Mr, Heron: How are you going to find out
whether a prospector makes a loss?
The MINISTER FOR MINES:

know.

Mr, Heron: You are going to pass it over.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 do not
wish to eail attention to a provision which may
prove beneficial, but which, on the face of it,
appears to be impracticable. If the amendment
is passed, it will not affect salary and wages
earners. The only way we can provide for
them is by giving a reasonable execmption,

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: A man in business
allows himself so much a vear as salary. He
has no personal loss. [ want the same con-
gideration for the worker. The profits on a
business are calculated after all due charges
have been made. If a man is able to work
ontly six months in the year, he suffers a dead
loss and should be ontitled next vear to relief
equal to the loss snstained, just as other peo-
ple are.

Mr. TROY: This amendment proposes to
grant the consideration which T sought to give
when the Bill was previously under considera-
tion, except that T suggested three years and
this provides a limitation of five vears. My
amendment, however, was turned down. The
member for North-Fast Fremantle desires to
have struck ont the words ‘¢ trading, prospect-
ing or husiness’’ in order that the deduction
shall apply to aill.

The Minister for Mines: It cannot apply
in the way the member for Notth-East Fre-
mantle desires.

Mr. TROY: T understand from his argo-
ments that he considers the wages men ought
to deduct their losses.

The Minister for dines: What losses?

Mr. Tatey: Anything under a living wage.

Mr. TROY: The Bill only provides that
the taxpayer shall deduet from his income
his taxable losses, but the wages man has no
legitimate taxable losses under the Bill. These
other people have. The prospector has to in-
eur certain expense in producing his income,
but the wages man has to incur nome. The
prospector and others similarly situated should
be able to deduct from their incomes the
losses thex have incurred in earning them.

Hon. W. (0, Angwin: Tf this Bill becomes
law the deductions will be made next year out
of the taxpavers’ earmings,

Mr. TROY: T de not see why the hon.
member should be allowed to eonfuse the is-
sue. I intend to vote for this principle, which
iy one that I have often fought for.

T do not

[ASSEMBLY.]

Modifieation put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 10
Noes .. .17
Majority against N
AYES,

Mr. Angwin Mr. Johnston

Mr. Chesson Mr. Lutey

Mr. Colller Mr. Munsle

Mr. Corboy Mr. J. H. Smith

Mr. Heron Mr. O’'Loghlen

(Teller.)
NOES,

Mr. Angelo Mr. Plckering

Mr. Boyland Mr. Plesse

My. Broun Mr. Sampsen

Mr. Davies Mr. Scaddan

Mr, Denton Mr. Teesdale

Mr. George Mr. Troy

Mr. Harrison Mr, Underwood

Mr. Mann Mr. Mullany

Mr, Marshall (Teller.)

Modification thus negatived.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Com-

mittee might consider the desirability of re-
duecing the five years to three or one. I do
not like the threc vears’' provision, beeause it
Ieaves it open to traders to take advantage
of one bad year to make a sudden reduction
in their incomes when they have had a good
year amnd arc in a position to pay the tax.
To test the fecling of the Committee T move
a modification—

That the words ‘‘one or more years'' be
struck out.’’

If that is agreed to T shall then move a fur-
ther amendment to insert the words ‘‘the
vear immediately preceding.’’

Mr. ANGELO: T wonld be prepared to
aceept the amendment if, in lien of the words
stenek out, o provision was made for three
years. The Federal Taxotion Commissioner has
ruled that losses on station properties during
the previous five vears can be allowed by
way of deduetions against the wartime pro-
fits tax. T take it this would also apply to
any other husiness that is aubject te the in-
fluence of the weather, If only one year was
allowed not much relicf wounld be afforded to
the pastoralist. At the conclusion of o
drought it will take him some time to replace
his breeding stock to enable him to continue
operations. Tf three years are allewed he will
have some opportunity of building up again.
He should, therefore, be allowed to deduct his
Josses over at least three vears. Recently
some portion of the North-West suffered from
a severe drought, and in one case T know of
100,000 sheep Aropped to 20,000 sheep, The
pastoralist has been netting 3s. 64, each for
full-grown sheep, whereas the department de-
hits him with 7s. 6d. for every lamb dropped.
The man whese flocks have heen redueed from
100,000 to 20,000 has no inducement to build
up again since he is charged on his paper pro-
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fits, I know two or three pastoralists who
have actually taken steps to prevent their
flocks being built up again until sueh time
a3 the system of taxation is altered. I hope
the Committce will agree to the Couneil’s
amendment.

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is possible that a seri-
oug loss might be sustained in one year which
cannot be counteracted by next year’s in-
come, Therefore, I think the Council’s amend-
ment is right.

Mr. TROY: 1 do not think the Minister
likes the amendment, He regards it from the
point of view of a member of 2 Government
wanting money.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Not unlike your own
view, You want to get work ocut of the
workers for nothing.

Mr. TROY: Nonsense! I have just as much
coneern for the worker as has the hon. mem-
ber, I am willing to support the three-year
proposal.

The Minister for Mines:
withdraw my modification.

I ask leave to

Modification by leave withdrawn.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
modification—

I move a

That in line 2 of paragraph (a) of pro-
posed Subsection 2 ‘‘five’* be struck out
and ‘“three'’ inserted in lieu.

Modifieation put and passed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move a modifica-
tion—

That the provise to paragraph (b) of
proposed Subsection 2 be struck out.
Many workers are struggling to pay for their
homes, and in some instances their net in-

come might be £250.

Modifieation put and passed.
Mr, PICKERING: I move a modification—

That the provise to paragraph (e¢) of
proposed Subsection 4 be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Members
arc always aoxious to find means of calling
upon the Government to spend money, or al-
ternatively refrain from collecting it. This
is o concession not previously granted, and
now we are asked to still further whittle
away our income tax, A man with a taxable
income of £250 onght to be able to pay his
medical expenses,

Mr. Troy: T think the amount might be
raised to £400.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then the
public will suggest that we only want to ex-
empt ourselves.

Mr. ANGELO: A little while ago in my
clectoraté a man earning £260 or £300 had
to send for a doctor and that trip cost him
£160. How is that man going to get on when
his ircome is ounly £260 or £3009 Will he be
allowed & reduction for the medical expenses
ircurred? '

Members: No.
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Mr. ANGELO: This is working harshly
on the pioneer. If the Minister will make the
amount £400 it will be all right.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: TIf the
House scrapped all legislation and made me
dictator I would deal with each individual case
ag it arose. While the hon. member draws
the long how abount someone in the back coun-
try, he wants us to amend the Aet to enable
someone down here who perhaps only spends
about £5 in a similar way to get exemption.
The hon. member should go right through the
Act and provide for differential exemption.
Where does the hon, member imagine that the
Treasurer is going to get his money fromi

Mr. TROY: I know of dozens of cases
like the one quoted by the memher for Gas-
coyne, During the influenza epidemic it was
found necessary on the Murchison to send
considergble distances for medical zid; often
over 100 miles. Tt is not an unusual oecur-
rence in the outback places for medical men
to have to travel hundreds of miles by ear,
and naturally they are compelled to charge
a big fee. The whole system of taxation needs
revigion and special comsidzration should be
given to those in the back country,

Mr. DAVIES: e have aiready agreed
that the taxpayer may deduet from his in-
eome the cost of repairs he may effect to his
dwelling house, but he is not atlowed to deduet
anything for medical expenses. Unless we put
the medical expenses on the same plane as
repairs to a house, we shall hold ourselves up
to ridicule. If it is right to grant the exemp-
tion in one case, it is right to grant it in the
other.

Me. MUNSIE: T do not agree with the
view of the hon. member. Whilst I do agree
that the amount should be higher, at the same
time I am going to place evoryone on the same
footing.

Me. TOHNSTON: In Perth a man can get
a doetor for his wife in the middle of the
night for two guineas, but people in the coun-
try are not so fortunately situated and they
have to pay as much as £50 for a similar ser-
vice, We allow £50 a year deduction for life
insuravce and, therefore, we might do the
same in connection with medical expenses. The
rate of tax is being increased on the wealthy
man gll the time, and I would rather grant
this relief to him than refuse it to the poor
farmer in the back blocks.

Me. PICKERING: In my electorate there
are people living as far as 50 miles from a
doctor, and the fee they have to pay for a
medical visit is from 10 guineas to 15 guineas.
Tf the doctor is detained for any length of
time. the fee is considerably more, The de-
duetion should be a general one.

Mr. TROY: TIf the proviso is struck out,
ean another proviso be moved in its placed 1
do not think so.

The CHATRMAN: Not in the same words.

Mr. Pickering: T want to see the provise
struck out altogether.

Mr. TROY: In that ecase T am not in faveur
of the hon, member’s amendment,
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Mr, MUXSIE: Before I vote, I want to
know what the proviso is? T have no proviso
before me,

The CHAIRMAX: To make the matter
clear, I mention that the Couneil’'s amendment
which I have before me reads—

Medical expenses incurred by a taxpayer
on behalt of himself or those dependent
upor him: Provided that this deduetion
shall not apply where the taxable ineome
exceeds’ £250,

Mr. JOHNSTOX: I did not understand that
the words ‘‘not exceeding £50'’ after the
words ‘‘medical expenses’’ had been struck
out. I uvnderstood from you, Sir, that you
would draw attention to any departure from
the yrinted matter before members., T shall
be glad if the member for Sussex will with-
draw his modifieation, so that I may move
the reinsertion of the words ‘‘not exceeding
£50."7

Mr., PICKERING: Understanding that 1
can subsequently move my modification again,
I ask leave for the present to withdraw it.

Modifieation by leave withdrawn,

Mr. JOHNSTON: I now move a modifi-
cation—

That in paragraphs {(e) of proposed Sub-
section 5, after the words ‘‘medieal ex-
penses,’’ there be inserted ‘‘not exceeding
£50.°

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I hope the
Committee will not agree to the modification
of the member for Williams-Narrogin. That
hon. member just now was urging congidera-
tion for men in the back blocks, whe, he
said, were often put to huge expenditure for
medical visits. Now the hon. member seeks
to limit the back-blocks farmer in the same
way as the city dweller. Hon. members are
not thinking sericusly of what they are
doing.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. PICKERING:
modifteation—

That in paragraph (e} of proposed Sub-
gsection 5 the following words be struck
out: '*Provided that this subseetion shall
not apply where the taxable income ex-
ceeds £250.°7

Modifigation puty and@ =a division taken
with the following result:—

I now again move my

Ayes 11
Noes 17
Majority against 6
AYES.

AMr. Angelo AMr. Pickering

Mr. Denton Mr. Sampson

Mr. Harrison Mr, J. H. Smith

Mr. Heron Mr. Troy

Mr. Johnston Mr. Chesron

Mr. Marshall \ (Tecller.)

[ASSEMBLY.]

NoES.
Mr. Angwip Mr. Mapn
Mr. Boyland Mr., Muasxle
Mr. Broun Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Scaddan
Me, Caoliler Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Corboy Mr. Underwood
Mr, Davies Mr. Wilson
Mr. George Mr. Mullany
Mr. Lutey (Teller.)

Modification thus negatived,

Mr. ANGELO: Can I move an amand-
ment to insert after £250 the words ¢‘after
allowing for medical expenses ineurred’’?
A man may have an income of £360, and
may find himself compelled to pay a medi-
eal practitioner a fee of as much as £160.
The insertion of the words I suggest would
not affeet the principle just adopted by the
Commtittee, that no one with an income above
£250 net per annum should be allowed to de-
duet medieal expenses. In the case I refer to,
the deduction of the £160 medical expenses
would bring the man’s income below the
maximum of £230 fixed by this elause,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He would
not pay.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He would not have
£250 as his taxable income.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: After the
man has arrived at his taxable income, all
deductions having been made, the amount
incurred for medieal expenses will be de-
ducted from the taxable amount.

Mr. ANGELO: With the Minister’s assur-
ance that that is the position

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
give the member for (fascoyne an assurance.
The Act provides for that.

Mr. MUNSIE: Regarding paragraph (d)
which reads,’‘ Reasonable travelling expenses
incarred in producing or protecting the
assessable income,’’ what does this meant

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It means
that if 2 person has expenses when travelling
which are incurred for the purpose of pro-
dueing or protecting his business, he is en-
titled to deduet those expenses from his
income.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: 'What about the man
travelling to his work?

The MINTISTER I"OR MINES: I de not
know abont that, The Commissioner would
have to decide whether such a deduetion
wonld be a rensonable one.

Mr. TEESDALE: T oppose this para-
graph which 1 congider is dangercous. Any-
thing one likes can bhe read into it. If a

person drops in at a place on the road for a
couple of f‘snifters,’’ he ecan deduct the
eost as business expenses.

The MTINISTER TFOR MINES:
beeause that wonld not be reasonable,

No,

Mr. TEESDALE: On the contrary, it
wonld be very reasonable, I move 2 modi-
fication——

That paragraph (d) be struck out.

Ar, TROV: The memher for Roehourne is
hasty in moving his amendment though I con-
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sider it is a rcasonable one. FPeople have to
travel long distanees in connection with their
husiness and ineur considerable expenditure.
That " cxpenditure should be allowed as a
business deduction.

Mr. Tecsdale: You want to cover the cost
of tucker! .

Mr. TROY: Such people should be entitled
- to deduct reasonable expenses.

Mr. Teesdale: You are opening wp a nico
business now!

Mr. Johnston: Such expenses are ullowed
uuiler the Federal Act,

The Colonial Seerctary: Those deductions
¢an be made at the present time,

Mr. TROY: But the Commissioner only
allons what he considers reasonable. For
instance, the Commissioner refused to allow
as a deduction the wages paid to men em-
ployed to trap dingees whieh destroyed the
sheep.  The Commissioner refused to allow
that dednetion although the expenditure was
incurred in the proteetion of income.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: That is gslowed now,

Mr. TROY: 1f the amendment be agreed
to, it will eertainly not be allowed. There
is more danger in wiping out the paragraph
than in leaving it in the Rill

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The paragraph
deals with travelling expenses ineurred in pro-
ducing aml protecting ingcomes 50 that the re-
marks of the member for Mount Magnet
hardly apply to the paragraph.

[Hon. G. Taylor took the Chair.)

Mr. Troy: It is of importance,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am anxious to see
that the workers are permitted to deduct
from their income their travelling expenses
to and from work. The Minister has indi-
eated that he has some doubt as to whether
that wonld apply. If the member for Roe-
hourne withdrew hiz amendment, we could
make provision for that aspeet and then could
take a vote on the paragraph as amended.
The paragraph appears to be inserted for the
protection of business men, agrienlturists and
[astoralists, and throughout the Bill referenees
to the workers have been deleted.

Mr. Tutey: This is a glaring illustration

of that.
Hon. W. (i, ANGWIN: Apart from in-
ecreasing  the amount Tor deduction on

argount of children from €26 to £40, every-
thing reeurding the workers has been deleted.

The Minister for Mines: Strike out the
paraeraph!

Mr. Lutey: If we do that, we are gone.

The Minister for Mines: You will not miss
much.

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: If the workers
cannot receive consideration, the others will
not have it. Travelling expenses should be
allowed in both cases.

Mr. LUTEY: T appeai to the member for
Roebourne to withdraw his amendment and
give us o sporting ehance to deal with this
mattor as it affects the workers.
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The AMlinister for Mines: Do you want me
to get exemption for the petrol I use in my
motor car?

My, LOFEY: There is a big tux on work-
ors in respect to the cost of travelling to
their empioyment.

The Minister for Mines: But they cannot
bring pront of it.

Mr, LUTEY: Yes, they ean. The fact
of their rcsidence heing distant from their
work would be proof.

My, TEESDALRE: T ask leave to withdraw
my mnendment. The hon. member is com-
plaining of class tasation amd, when I at-
tempt to eut it out, he still complaius.

Madifieation, by

Hon. W, C,
fication—

feave, withdrawn.
ANGWIN: 1 move a moli-
That after *‘in’’ in line 2 of paragraph

(d) the word 'fearning’® bhe inserted.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I prefer
to see the provision struck ount rather: than
‘have it so amended. Tt will not attain
what the hoh. member desires. The Com-
missioner of Taxation will not accept a bald
statement made by taxpayers.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They have to make
o aeclaration.

The MINISTER I'OR MINES: They have
to preduce cvidence of reeeipts and expen-
ditnre,

Houn. W, C. Angwin: They ean do it, too.
The MINISTER IPOR MINES: 1t the

hon. member feels that we are granting
1 concossion to one section of the cowmmunity
lel him vote agninst the paragraph,

Mr. TROY: 1 hope the paragraph will not
be stroek ont.  If the taxpayer canuot sat-
iafv the Commissioner, he will not get a
deduction.  The member for North-East
Fremantle is willing to take the risk of the
taxpayer being able to satisfy the Com-
missioner.  Therefore, T support the wmodifi-
cation.

Modification put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
a modifieation—

move

That in line 1 of th» praroszed new Sub-
eeetion 11, “‘forty '’ he struck  out and
4 hirty " inserted in liew,

The Commonwealth exemption is £30 and
as we arg trying to secure uniformity, it
would be ns well to make our exemption £30.

Mr. MUNSTIE: If uniformity is desired,
let the Federal anthorities bring their exemp-
tion up to £40. T will never agree to an
ancndment irercasiug the taxation on a man
with a family. .

Mr. Teesdale: If there is no revenue, you
cannot provide work for him.

Modification put and negatived; the Conu-
eil’s awendment, as  previously wodified:
agreed to, : ’

No. 4. Clanse 10, Subelavse (1):
ont the word ‘‘two’’
Sthree,

Strike
in line 4 and insert
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

The object here also is to bring about
uniformity.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The amendment will
give three years instead of two years 1in
which to apply for a refund of taxation.
Surely the shorter period iy snificient.

Mr. Teesdale: Any time before the tax-
payer dies will do.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIX: How can we pro-
tect the funds of the State if we extend
the period in this way?

Question put and negatived;
amendinent not agreed to.

Nop. 5. Clause 20. Add at the end, 2 further
provise as follows:—Provided also that the
Commissioner may in such cases as he thinks
fit—(a) extend the time for payment as he
congiders the ecircumstances warrant; or (b)
permit the payment of tax to he made by
instalments within such tiune as he considers
the circumstances warrant.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Ne. 6. Clause 29—=Strike out this clause.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move—
That the anendment be agreed to.

Question pnt and pass?d; the Cooncil's
amendment agreed to.

No. 7 Add 2 new elanse as follows:—
Secetion 31 of the principal Aet is amended
by adding to Subsecction (3) the words:—
‘*unless the Commissioner is satisfied that
the payments have been made bona fide in
the eoursc of business and for services ren-
dered.”’

The MINISTER FQR MINES: This
amends Scetion 31 of the prineipal Aet, T
move—

That the awendment be agreed to.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: We¢ should have
some explination regarding this.  Most of
ng woull bz able te evade the payment of
any taxation whatever. 1 am surprised at
the Minister accepting the amendment. If
a man carning £200 a year gave his wife
£30, he would be exempt from taxation.

My, Sampson: The Department wounld have
to be satisfied that the dednction was a bona
fido one.

Question put and negatived; the Couneil’s
amendment not agreed to.

Resolutions and the

adopted.

A CUpmmittee consisting of Hon., W, C,
Angwin, Mr. Teesdale, and Hon. J. Seaddan
drew up reasons for dtsagreemg to amend-
ments Nos. 1, 4 and 7 made by the Council,

reported, report

the Couneil’s ’

[ASSEMBLY.]

and for agreeing to No. 3 subject to & fur-
ther tnodification.

Reasons adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Counpcil.

BILL—ARCHITECTS,
Couneil’s Message.

Message received from the Council notifying
that it had agreed to the medification made
by the Assembly in the Couneil’s amendment
No. 3. and did not insist on Council’s amend-
ment No. §.

BILIL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENXNT.
Couneil’s Amrodments.

Mesgage received from the Council notify-
ing that it had agreed to the Bill subject 1o
two amendments, in which it desired the con-
currenee of the Assembly now considered.

In Committee,
Hon. G. Taylor in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clausz 2—Add the following at
the end of the proviso—‘For a club regis-
tration already promised by the licensing
bench.’’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do nof
lilte this. T understand it applies to the A.N.A,
huilding, on the foreshore. As Minister for
Works I am still in negotiation with the
AN.A, as to whether a license shall be ap-
plied for. I am not in favour of a license
for a building of that sort. Had I known
they proposcd to get a licause, I should not
have agreed to that building being placed on
the foreshore, However, ther: ig in the lease
a clause under which T can cancel the lease,
and T will goen do it, I move—

That the Council’s amendment be agreed
to.

Question pont and passed;
mnendment agreed to.

Neo. 2. Add a uew clange to stand as
Clause 3 aa follows:—*' “The provisions of this
Act shall not apply to the goldfields districts,
tror to the North-West distrizt, as defined by
the Sale of Liguor Regulation Act, 1915.7’

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I move—

That the Council’s amendmrnt be agree'|
to.

Question put and passed;
amendlmeont agreed to.

Resclutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

the Council's

the Couneil's

BILL—LOAN.
Keturned from the Couneil witheut amend-
ment.

Nitting suspended from 10.52 p.m. tlt 12
midnight.
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BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Counzil's Amendments.

Message received from the Council notify-
ing that it had agreed to the Bill subject to
two amendments in which it desired the con-
currence of the Assembly.

In Committee.

Mr. Stobbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 4. Paragraph (a) strike out
Sfifty ! and insert ‘‘sixth.’’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counell’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 4—Strike out paragraphs
{b) and (d).

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Does the Minister
intend to do away with the permament hire
gign for ears on the rank?

The Minister for Works: Yrs,

Mr. SAMPSON: Are all dises to be uni-
form irrespective of whether the cars eome
from garages or ranks?

The Minister for Works: Yes.

Mr. MANXN: Has the Minister eonsidercd
the advisablenes of licensing cycle taxis?

The Minister for Works: I think that is a
reasonable thing, and T will frame a regula-
tion.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a Message nccordingly returned to the
Couneil. .

BILL—LAND AND TNCOME TAX AS-
SESSMENT AMENDMENT.

" Couneil’s Message.

Message from the Council reeeived and read
notifying that it had agreed to the Assem-
bly’s modifications of the Council's amend-
ments

BILL—GRAIN.
Conneil’s Message.

Message from the Couneil received and read
notifying that it insisted on its amendments.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon, W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [12.20]: The
Government do not intend to proceed further
with this Bill. I move—

That the Bill be Iaid aside.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
wmantle} [12.117: A Jot of time has been
devoted to this Bill and some reason should
be given for laying it aside. The other
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night the Minister for Agriculture stated
that the company werc looking for a scape-
goat. I do not believe in Parliament being
made the seapegoat. If Parliament fails
to pass the Bill, it will become the scape-
goat. It would be better to aeccept the
amendments made by the Council. If we
passed the mcasure even as amended by
another plaee, it would be the c¢ompany’s
own coneern if it did not proceed with the
works. I regret that the Government pro-
pose to lay the Bill aside. We have grant-
¢d the company a lease of land adjoining
the Fremantle wharf, which lcase is sub-
ject to amendments by Parliament if made
within twelve months. The lease has been
granted and registered. Parliament has no
right to say whether the lease shall be can-
celled, but it has 2 right to say what amend-
ments shall be made.

The Minister for Works: There was no
Aiseretion with this House at all.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: There was in con-
neetion with the amendment. The lease
was amended by the Bill. If the Bill is
12id ngide, the conditions of the lease will
hold good, hecause Parliament will not have
an opportunity to amend them. The Coun-
¢t has amended the eonditions of the lease
considerably, and we have no opportunity
of discussing their amendments. The Bill
should be passed in some form or other to
save the faee of Parliament.

Mr, CORBOY (Yilgarn) (12.13]: The
point raised by the member for North-East
Premantle is sound, In order to secure
the modifieations made to the leasge, it wounld
be worth while petting the Bill through in
sume form, even the wreck Sent back by
another place. I appeal to members to vote
against the motion, in order that we may
consider the amendments and possibly ar-
rive at some understanding with another
place. 1 want to see the Bill passed so
that we shall not lose the opportunity of
amending the lease, as we inevitably shall
do if the Bill is laid aside,

The Minister for Works:
date of the lease?

What was the

I;[on. W. C. Angwin: The 31st March,
1921,
Mr. CORBOY: The twelve months will

he up before we meet again.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin)
{12.14]: If a seapegoat is being sought in
connection with the shelving of thig Bill, I,
as one associated with this movement, will
he prepared, in view of the form in which
the Bill has been returned from another
place, to take my full share of the respon-
sibility for supporting the motion of the
Minister for Works. Had the Bill come
back from the other House in its original
form it would have received the unanimous
support of the cross benches. The Rill as
sent to the Upper House eontained 1415
pages. In two amendments the Couneil
struck out practieally 14 pages. We nre
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now asked to pass the attenwated remains of
what was designed to help forward the bulk
handling movement.

Hon. P. Collier: You do not judge amend-
ments by bulk.

Mr. JOHXNSTON:
principles involved.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
to lay aside the Bill.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I would prefer to see
the Bill laid aside tham have it passed
in a form that has robbed it of all those
principles whieh wonld have helped the farm-
ers to establish the co-operative graingrow-
ers’ movement and the bulk handling sys-
tem.  All that we have left is a measurc
impoging & number of nasty liabilities upon
the farmers and the company, whilst giving
them no statutory or other help.

Mr. Corboy: Are they not interested in the
leaset

Mr, JOHNSTON: If there is no legisla-
tion on the subject it will be possible, I
think, for the farmers to come together and
go on with the movement without any help
fromy Parliament, which has always been
denied by the Upper House, and build their
own co-operative elevators. Unless the
Bill is 1aid aside and the farmers are left
to work out their own destiny we shall have
no bulk handling at all. The Council has
sent back to this Chamber only impositions,

There are important

The motion is

linbilities, disabilities and hindrances, pre-
venting the farmers from bringing into
operation the bulk handling system. 1T ask

membera to support the Minister for Works,
and leave farmers free to do what they ean,
without any oppressive lcgislation, to bring
this scheme into operation.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J.  George—Murray-Wellingten—in  reply)
[12.18}: The reason actuating me in this
matter is that I can see no likelihood of any
good resulting from a conference with the
Council. T would welcome a econference if T
thought otherwise. The Bill as insisted upon
by another place comsists practieally of the
title and one or two unimportant clauses.

Heon. W. C, Angwin: It was amended at
the request of the eompany.

Mr. Corboy: The company agreed to all
these amendments.

Mr. Pickering: Not all.

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS: From
what T can see it would be beiter to take the
course proposed. On the question of the lease
this Chamber and the Council arc praetieally
in accord, but as to the Bill itself we have

insisted wpon the elauses heing  rein-
stated while the Council has insisted
upon it remaining a mere skeleton.

Tt wanld, therefore, be futile to ask for a
conferenee. Tt would not be possible for us
to reconcile the differences between s, On
those grounds the only course left is that
which I have indicated, namely, to let the
matter drop. We are practically at a dead-
lock, and if we cannot move the only thing
to do is to drop the Bill

[ASSEMBLY.)

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 16
Noes 13
Majority for 3
AYFS.
Mr. Aogelo Mr. Richardson
Mr. Boyland Mr. Sampson
Mr. Broun Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Denton Mr. Stubds
Mr. George Mr. Teezdale
Mr. Harrison Mr. Underwood
Mr. Johaoston Mr. Mullany
Mr. Mann (Teller.)
Mr. Plekering
NoEes.

Mr. Angwin Mr. Munasfe
Mr. Chesson Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Colller Mr. Troy
Mr. Corboy Mr. Wilison
Mr. Heron Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr, Lutey (Telier.)
Mr. Marshali

Question thus passed.
Bilt Iaid aside.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL: LANDS PUR-
CHASE ACT AMENDMENT.

Returnerl from the Couneil without amend-
ment,

ADJOURNMENT—CLOSE OF SESSION.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [12.22]: T
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn un-
til Tuesday, 21st February.

Alr. SAMPSON (Swan) [12.23]:  Yester-
day T gave notice of my intention to move
a motien to the effeet that in the opinion of
this House adeguate compensation should be
paid to Thomas Mable by reason of his de-
tention in the Claremont Hospital for the In-
sane.  Apparently the motion is to be blud-
geoned to death without any consideration. 1
hope I shall be permitted to deal with it.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have no part in the
matter. At this stagze the hon. member must
give reasons why the gquestion hefore the
Chamber should not be passed.

Mr. SAMPSON: The effect of the motion
is to jettison my motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
diseuss his motion now, but must confine him-
self to giving reasons why the motion of the
Minister for Works should not be carried.

Mr. SAMPSON: The importance of the
subject I have to deal with is a reason why
the motion shonld not be carried. I am pre-
pared to set forward the facts very briefly.
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Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member ¢annot
do so on this motion,

Mr. SAMPSQON: My motion has beer on
the Notice Paper for mouths. :

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member put it
on the Notice Paper only yesterday.

Mr. SAMPSON: There was some misun-
derstanding. 1t went off the Notice Paper
the day before. : ‘

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not in
order in saying that. It is not the position.
He should not mislead the House.

Mr. SAMPBON: I hope the House will per-
mit the subject to be discussed. I will pro-
mise to be brief.

The Minister for Mines: You are not giv-
ing muech evidence of that now.

Mr, SAMPSON: I hope hon. members will
agree that my motion is of sufficient import-
ance to be discussed here.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T should like to ask
whether it is no{ necessary to deal with the
buginess on the Notice Paper by diseharging
it?

Mr. SPEAEKER: XNo. We have dealt with
the Orders of the Day and with the messages
passing to and from the Council, and we
would now take these motions if it were pro-
posed to deal with motions; but the Minister
has moved that the House at its rising ad-
journ to the 2lst February, and that is
the only question before the Chair.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then I object to the
House adjourning until it has expressed an
opinion on this motion, for it coneerns a man
to whom a cruel wrong has been dome.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member eannot
go intp the merits of that motion.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Minister’s mo-
tion means that the House will not have an
opportunity for discussing the motion on the
Notice Paper, and to show why the motion
on the Notice Paper should be discussed, T am
entitled to explain that a wrong has been
done to somebody.

The Minister for Works:
withdraw my motion.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Very well.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: When 1
moved my motion, T was of the impression
that it was not desired to go on with the
motions on the Notice Paper. T will with-
draw my motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

1 will agree to

MOTION—EDUCATION, FEES AT TECH-
NTCAL: SCHOOL. AND SCHOOL OF
MIXNES.

Order of the Day read for the moving by
Hon. P. Collier of the following motion—
‘“That it be a direction from the House to
the Minister for Education that he take all
nevessary steps for the eancellation of the
regulations which impose fees uporn students
at the Technical School and the Sehool of
Mines, as published in the ‘‘Government
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Gazette,”’ dated November 11th and Novem-
ber 25th, 1021, respectively, and to restore
the .previous ' regulations abolishing fees &t
the said schools.’ .

Hon. P. COLLIER (Bouilder) [12.35): 1
have (liscussed this matter with the Premier,
and in view of the assurance given me by
him, I do mnot inténd to proceed with the
motion. I gave notice because I read in the
“fGovernment Gazette’’ that it was proposed
to impose fees on students at the Technical
Sechaol and the School of Mines. However,
the Premier assures me it is not intended to
impose those fees on ordinary students, but
only on adults who use the Technical School
and the School of Mines as a hobby, so to
speak. On that assurance, I will withdraw
my motien.

Motion by léave withdrawn.

MOTION—LORD FORREST MEMORIAL.
Change of name of King’s Park.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [12.36]1: I
move—

" That in the apinion of the House a fitling
tribute to the memory of the late Lord
Forrest would be effected by the change of
‘name from ‘‘King’s Park’’ to ‘‘Forrest
Park.’?

It is a great misfortune that this motion was
not brought on earlier.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member was not
present at the proper time.
- Mr. PICEERING: Bunt the Premier had
given me an assurance that it would not be
brought on for some time. For fong past,
the question of a public memorial to Lord
TForrest has heen disoussed. It is not necessary
that. [ should dilate on the eareer of Lord
Forrest, for it is known to every citizen of
the Commonwealth, His whole life wasg
devoted to the service of the State and of
the Commonwealth, and the value of his ser-
vices have been recognised throughout the
world,” ‘The State conferred on him the
greatest distinction in its gift. He was
Premier of the State for se long as he
remained in the Btate Parliament., He had
conferred on him the dignity of knighthood,
and in the Federal Parliament he occupied
positions of great prominence. In my
opinion he should have been Prime Minister.
The British Empire, realising his scrvices to
the Empire, accorded to him the greatest
distinetion ever conferred on any Australian,
an action that was endorsed by every citizen
of the Commonweaith. One outstanding
feature of T.ord Forrest’s character was his
breadth of vigien. In looking around for
a fitting tribute to his memory, we could not
find anything more apt than the changing of
the name of ‘‘King’s Park’’ to ‘‘Forrest
Park.’’ The snggestion cannot be stigma-
tised as leze majesty, because the name
““King's Park’’ hag no real meaning. It is
not asif it were named ‘¢ King Edward Park’?
or ‘‘King George Park.”’ TIndeed it might



2890

have been ealled after King O'Malley. The
name ‘‘Forrest Park'’ wounld identify it with
the greatest citizen this State bas produced.

The Minister for Works: Would he have
desired that the park should be pamed
after him?

Mr. PICKERING: That is not the ques-
tion; it is what the people want. This par-
ticular testimonial to his worth would be es-
pecially fitting, and would not interfere with
any public memorial to he erected to his
memory; indeed, the pirk would provide an
eminently fitting place for any monument the
people might desire to ereet to his memory.
Oune newspaper bad said this is a e¢heap way
of doing things.

The Miunister for Works: A cheap way of
achieving notoriety.

Mr. PICKERING: T de¢ not agree with
that newspaper. One cannot think of any-
thing more permanent than what T suggest.
Tt has been truly said that this park is one of
the wost magnificent in the Commonwealth. I
helieve it is

Hon. P. Collier:
with the gquestion.

My, PICKERING: Yes it has, for the
park would be a magnificent memorial. Tt is
not necessary for me to prolong this

Members: Hear, hear?

Mr. PICKERING: One or_two members
have made up their minds about this, but the
majority realise that some such testimonial
should be offered to the memory of Lord
Forrest, The proposed public monument has
been so long delayed as to be no eompliment
to his memory. In my opinion, the erection
or dedication of a permanent memorial to
Lord Forrest should be the business, not of
private individoals, but of the State. T have
pleasure in moving the motion.

That has uothing to do

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin)
[12.42]: T second the motion. The services
of Lord Yorrest are well known to all resi-
dents of the State, and will be recorded In the
history of Western Australia. Tt appears to
me nothing could be more appropriate than
that the park which he preserved to the
people of the State should be named after
him.

Hon, P. COLLTER (Boulder) {12.43]:This
is a somewhat remarkable meton, moved by
a most remarkable member,

Mr. Pickering: Tt is not to me a subject
for joke.

Hon P. COLLTER (Boulder) [12.43]:  This
hon. member will find that T am in deadly
earnest. I regard this as the most serious
thing that has come hefore this Chamber, The
hon. member says the distinguishing charae-
teristic of Lord Forrest was his breadth of
vigion, Judging hy this motion, T cannot say
the hon. member will erer be known to pos-
terity far his breadth of vision.

Mr. Underwood: Not c¢ven among the Tn-
derwoods!

Hon. P, COLLIER: No, not even among
them. The member for Sussex says ‘‘Let
us eonfer npon the late Lord Forrvest the
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greatest bonour in our keeping.’”” Then ho
suggests that we should name King’s Park
after the late Lord Forrest. Therc is a
seriows aspeet to this question, but I wil
vot touch upon “that for the moment. Does
the hon. member know that there is already
a “‘Forrest Park’’ in the very heart of
Perth?

Mr. Pickering: I did not know that.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Of course the hon.
member did not know it!

Mr. Underwood: His ignorance is alarm-
ing!

Hon. P. COLLIER: Absclutely aston-
ishing!  The member for Sussex urges we
should confer the highest honour in gur keep-
ing upoen the late Lord Forrest and yet he
is wot sufficiently interested in the matter
to kmow that there is already a park named
after him.

Mr, Pickering: It must be an outstanding
feature of the city.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Of eourse, a man
who eomea from the recesses of Busselton
caunot be expected to know all the parks
and open spaces in the City of Perth. There
iz a park known as Forrest Park in North
Perth, It will be seen, therefore, that if
tke motion be agreed to, it will be necessary
to bring forward another motion to change
the name of that park, becanse it would
hardly be necessary to have two parks in the
one city kmown as Forrest Park, I know
there are men in this city who are anxious
to confer the greatest possible homonr upon
the tate Lord Forrest—especially if that
hunour dovs not cost them anything. There
are men who would commend the proposal
te hand down the park for all time in the
name of Lord Iorrest, but those men have
not subscribed a shilling towards the ereec-
tion of a monument to him. Anything that
is cheap and eosts nothing is popular, es-
pecially if it brings a little popularity ani
notoriety to the person bringing the pro-
posal forward. There are men who would
support this motion. I do not say that
those men arc to be found inside this Cham-
ber—the motion T know will be defeated—
but those mem outside have not contributed
& ‘““bob’" to the appeal that has been going
begging for so long in connection with the
Iroposed Forrest memorinl. The serious
site of this question to my mind is that it
indicates rank disloyalty ou the part of
the member for Sussex who has brought
it Forward.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!

Hon. P. COLLIER: Had it been Lenin
or Trotsky or some other Bolshevik who
had proposed to change the name of a park
named after His Aajesty, one could under-
stand it, but coming from an hon. member
of this House whe would turn down the
Kinp

Mr, Pickering: It is not named after any
particolar king.

Hen, P, CQLLIER: ‘“The King is dead;
long live the King.'’ The hon. member
knows that it would be alisurd to mame the
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park, King George's Park or King Edward
PPark. By calling it Kiap's Park, we pay
i vompliment to all our kings.

AMr. Underwood: And for all time too.

Hon. IP. COLLIER: It is sheer rank dis-
loxalty on the part of the hon, member to
furn ilewn His Majesty the King and to
change the name of a park which has been
known for so long as King's Park.

Mr. Uorbov: It was the late Lovd [Forresat
who named the park,

TTon. I'. COLLIER: The memher for Sus-
sex has taken the oath of allegiance and has
sworn to bear truc allegiance to Tlis Majesty
the King. [Is this evidence of his allegiance
to the King?

Mr. Wilson: It is lese majeste!

Memher: What will Busselton say?

Mr. Teesdale: Canmot we find something
to pick on for Queen Mary.

Hon. 72, COLLIER: [t 15 up to the Gov-
ernment to congider what action will be
taken in this matter. We should consider
whether the member for Sussex should be

allowed to continue to sit as a member of -

this Chamber. He has shown himself by
his aetion in moving this motion, to he
guilty of rank disloyalty.

Mr, Teesdale: It is a matter for the T.oy-
alty League to take up.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I want to know what
the lengve intends to do.  If the Loyalty
League does not rise to the oceasion, it may
just as well disband. If Sir Walter James
anid his gallant band do not take aetion, they
should go out of existence. The member
for Sussex can say what he likes. Tt is
only a yuibble to say it is mot named King
ticorge's Park or King Edward ark.  The
hon. member knows that it was never in-
tended that it should he named after King
0 Malley,

Mr. Corboy: And he should know after
whom the late Lord TForrest called it.

Hon. . COLLTER: That is so. If he
conld know that a wmember of this (hamhber
had bronght forward sueh a metion, it would
almost make the Iate Yord TForrest twrn in
his grave.

The Minister for Mines: He did not know
that Pickering existed.

ITon. P. COLLIFR: What woold the late
Lord Forrest have said if he had thought
that a wember of this Chamber was so ab-
solutely disloyal as to submit a motion like
the one under econsideration? The wmatter
cannot regt where it is now; it is far too
serious, I do not know whether the respon-
sibility rests with you, Mr. Speaker,

Mr. SPEAKER: I will consider the matter
during the recess.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Sceme action will have
to be taken, T am particularly sorry that
this matter should have cropped vp at a
time when the Premier is ahsent from the
State beeause the respongibility for taking
aetion against the member for Bussex will
devolve upon the Minister for Works, as
deputy leader of the House.

Mr. Johnston: And he will hate doing it
too.

[102]
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Mon. P. COLLIER: T hope, whatever the
fate of the motion may he, the deputy lead-

er of the House, in the absenee of the
Premier, will move in the wmatter.

Mr. Teesdale: Delighted!

flon. I, COLLIFR: e certainly will

liave fo take action against the member for
Hussex,

Mr. Corboy: Is it rvight that the wember
for Nussex should be a Royal Commissioner?

Hon. PP, COLLIER: He c¢annot properly
he a moewmher of this Chamber, let alone a
Roxal Commissioner. Any member bring-
ing forward a motion of this deseription,
must be disloyal fo the core.  What is the
Minister for Works going to say about this
matter?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS (Hon, W.
Jo leorge—Murray-Wellington) [12.52
wan.|: At the outset T regret that any hoa.
member of this ITonse shonld bring forward
a motion of this nature, I knew the lata
Lovd Torrest well I' knew him first in
1880 and I was proud indeed to he ome to
whom he eould accord some respect and some
personal regard. T am satisfied T am ex.
|ressing what would he the opinion of Lord
I"orrest himself, that hce would unever desire
a motion of this sort to he brought forward.
What is now kuown as King's Park was
at first known as Queen's Park in the reign
of the late Queen Victoria. On the ae-
vession to the Throne of King Edward, the
name was rchanged to King's Park. Lor|
Forrest was too bhig n man to desire any
kudos sueh az that suggested. Tt was his
desire that the name of the park should be
in hononr of His Majesty, to whom he ren-
dered such loyal and splendid service.  The
Inte Lord Forrest was a man whose vision
was too wide to permit any consideration
of self aggrandisement to be viewed from
the height of the tiniest ant hill to be met
with in the plains of the Stafe. The man who
ledl expeditions throughout various part of
the Stute with the full confidence of the men
under him, who served so wunsclfishly the in-
terests of his country and afterwards, and
who on cntering the realms of polities, had
the high honour of the Premiership confer-
ved on him, was far too big a man to desire
such cheap personal agprandisement as is
proposed by the member for Bussex. He
would resent the name of the King being
dragged in the mire in such a way, T have
heard many statements made by the member
for Sussex sinte he has been s member of
this Chamber, that have given me pain. At
times I have had to speak rather strongly
to the hom. member, but I feel sorry that
e has not risem to the theights of his
pesition as a member of this House.

Mr. Pickering: You are a good judge,
anyway.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
sent here to carry out what we consider is
in the best interests of the country. We
are here to do honour to those citizens of
Western Australia to whom honour is duae,
but we would not be fair to the memory of
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tha late Lord Forrest if we were to drag
his name into a sort of spurious notoriety
in the manmer suggested. 1 do not think
any such action would le desired by his
family. I do not think Lady Forrest would
like any such proposal and 1 can only hope
that members will not agree to & motion, the
reasons advanced in support of which are. to
my mind, disloyal and not worthy of this
House.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [12.58
am.}: 1 desire to oppose the motion not
beeavse 1 do not appreciate the very great
work done by the late Lord Forrest, but
for other considerations. As a matter of
faet, amoang the Australian explorers, the
names of the Forrest Brothers, John aud
Alex, will retain their places in Australian
history for all time, and I think we West
Australians should pay some tribute to the
memory of these big men.  Those of us
who were contemporary with the late Lord
torrest know that he required no memorial
to remind us of his achievements, We must
remember though that to coming generations,
maore purtieularly in regard to the park, we
get a confusion of terms. The name of
Forrest Park—it is not his fault—leads to
confugion, just as the nume of Underwood,
to & lesser cextent, leads to confusion.
‘*Forrest Park’’—what is one to understand
Ly that! The first thing one would be in-
clined to believe was thut the name implied
that the place had originally been a forest.
That objection is fatal, absolutely. When we
contemporaries of Lord }orrest are gonv, his
name will not be perpetvated for coming
yenerations by °f Forrest Park.’’ The park
has heen called King’s 1*ark. 1 would sug-
gest an alteration, that we call it *‘The
King’s Park.”’ It is the finest park in Aus-
tralia. When we apeak of the King, hon.
members should not have the idea that we
mean our own King, or the Kaiser, or any
politicul king. Suppose we take Carlyle’s
definition of a king—

Now comey the iast form of hercism that
which we call Kingship, the commander of
men, he to whose will our wills are sub-
ordinate. He to whom we loyally surren-
der ourselves, and find our welfare in do-
ing so, may be reckoned the most import-
ant of all great men.

Jehn Iforrest himself was, in one aspect, a
King. Lot us get out of our minds the idea
of the Political King, Many of us are Repub-
lirans, and do not subseribe to the monarehi-
val form of govermmnent. The King is the
greatest man in the eommunity.

The Minister for Works: He ig the foeus
of oursclrew,

My, UNDERWOOD: Ife is a symbol of
the spirit of the people.  Now, Abrahnm
Lincoln was President of the Ameriean Re-
publie; but in my opinion Abtrahnm Lincoln
wad also the truest oml greatest of Kings, and
ta sueh a king we render onr hest homage,

The Alinister for Works: But no servility.
We pive him the homage of men,
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is so. Here is
the finest park in Australia. It ia called
King's Park, and it is worthy of being calied
“*The King's Park.'’ Notwithstanding that
I am prepared to render tribute to the late
Lord Forrest, I consider that in giving his
name to that park we should be taking away
from the finest park in Austraiia a most ap-
propriate mame. Let us retain the present
name,

Question put and negatived.

MOTION—LUNACY ("HARGE,
Case of Thomas Mable.

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [l.4
nyve—

That in the opinion of this House ade-
quate compensation should be paid to
Thomas Mable for loss and injury sus-
tained by reason of the aetion of the
officials of the State during his detention
in the Claremont Hospital for the Insane.

The case of Thomas Mable iz one which, |
belicve, will receive the sympathetie considera-
tion of =all those who give attention to it.
At the end of the year 1915 Mr, Mable was
the holder of certain conditional purchase
and homestead lands situated some five
miles ont of Ongerup, in the Gnownngerup
district.  Certain circumstznces arose then,
but with those cireumstances T have ne oc-
cagion to deal, The question whether Mr.
Mable was insane or not has no hearing, 1
sibmit on the question now before the House.
the point to be decided is—seeing that Mr.
Mable was inearcerated in the Claremont
Lunatic Asylam, was it not the duty of the
Master in Lunacy to ensure that Mr. Mable'y
affairs and interests were enred for during
his incarceration? T hope to be able to
show the House, by a very briel statement,
that those affairs were not looked after. At
the time Mr. Mable was removed fruin his
holding at Ongerup, he was engaged in strip-
ping a erop of wheat. The date was the

am]; 1

28th December, 1915. At that time he
had stripped about 30 acres. Then, unfor-
tunately, something oceurred, and he was

removed to Claremont. There are vertain
facts conmected with this matter which T
desire to pubmit to the House. In my opi-
nion Mr. Mable, formerly of Ongerup, farm-
cr and accountant, is & man of real capacity,
He is a native of England, and a married
man., He was admitted as a patient to the
Hospital for Tnsane at Claremont on the
3rd Tanuary, 1916, At the time of his re
moval from his property ou the 28th Dee-
ember, 1915, he was harvesting his  crop.
Only 30 acres had hceen actwally taken off,
That portion of the crop which hal heen
atripped showed an average, I am infirmed,
of' 12 bushels to the pere.

ITon, W, C. Angwin: How many acres did
he have under ecrop?

Mr, BAMPSON: T understand he had 2
acres under erop.  Now, the report, extraets
from which I am about to read, was sub-
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mitted either to the Master in Lunaey or to
the Police Department by Constable Jones of
(inowangerup.  This report is dated 2nd
February, 1916.

Farm five miles from Ongerup, held about
five years; 840 acres C.P. block 262 heldl
wmler section §5; 203 acres non-residen-
tial; 160 acres homestead. Improvements—
270 acres cleared and about 200 acres ring-
barked. There is also a good dam—all
fenced with posts and wire; 200 acres
under crop, portion cut by Mr. Mable for
hay und stripped. About £200 worth of
agricultural machinery, spring ecart and
harness ;  ten  horses, medinm draught ;
about 50 head poultry, There are also all
other zccessories to make the farm a going
concern, There are about 100 acres wheat
to be stripped. This needs attention ag it
bas been ripe for about five weeks. He
could uot form an estimate of what the
crop would go per acre, but it was certainly
worth stripping; there were horses, harness
aml machinery en the place.

On the 4th February the Commissioner of
Police forwarded this report to the Master in
Lamacy, and drew attenlion to the fact that
the ¢rop required immediate attention. On
the 7th February the Master in Lunaey wired
to the police officer at Guowangerup pointing
out that he had appeinted Mr, D. H. Stewart,
brother-in-law of Mable’s, to look after the
patient 's egtate, On the 24th February Mable
reid in the ‘*West Australian’] a paragraph
from Ongerup under the heading of country
news, whieh showed that the erop on the farm
had uot been stripped. Mable approached
Dr. Anderson and drew his attention to this.
The Master in Lunacy was notified, and he
wired to the police constable at Gnowangerup
pointing out his neglect in this regard.’ The
telegram reads:

Estate Mable awaiting report re my tele-
gram Tth ingt. See country news Cmgerup
to-day 's ** West Anstralian,’’ page 5.

That was sent on the 24th or 25th Felruary.
Constable Jones replied:

Re Mable, am still awaiting arrival
Stewart, Ongerup. News in ‘‘West Aus-
fralian’’ probably correct. Farm 35 miles
from here. Writing you,

Thronghout this bugsiness the name of Stewart
frequently occurs. He proved to be a will-o™
the-wisp. He was never once scen at Ongerup
andl  was more elusive than the famous
Hearlet Pimpernel, although he was sent by
the Master in Lunaey to Ongerup to look after
Muble’s afairs, When a man is placed in
the Claremont asylum the duty of watehing
his attairs devolves upon the Master in Lun-
ary. The paragraph in the ‘‘West Aus-
tralinn '’ under the heading of country news,
published on the 24th of Fehrnary, 1916
reqcs:

Some time ago three settlers here lost
their reason, and one i3 now in the Clare-
mont Hospital for the Tnsane. They left
behind about 138 acres of erop which wants
stripping. Nobody is in charge of the place
and the stovk and plant are in a neglected
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state. Tt is hoped that beforc long the
authorities will attend to these unfortunate
people’s affairs.
! ask memberg to picture the state of mind of
thig unfortunate patient when he read that
paragraph. While it may be claimed that
Mable knew that Stewart was to tike charge
of the farm and take off the vrop, the
fact remains that he did not know., Even
%g, the duty of looking after the
place devolved upon the Master in Lunacy.
The police officer did not write to the Master
in Lunacy on the subject until approached
by letter at the time when the crep should
already have Leen taken off. A farmer named
Moore, whose property adjoins Mable’s,
looked after the stock, It is a tribute to the
kindness of this settler that he (il this work
without any recompense. Finally he agreed to
aceept 3g. a week for feeding the horses, look-
ing after the poultry, and keeping an eye on
the place, but it was certainly not eared for.
The horses were stolen, machinery parfs re-
moved, and the iron taken from the honse and
boildings.
Hon, W, C. Angwin: The iron was scld.
Mr. SAMPSON: It is stated that much of
the irgn was stolen.
Hon. W, C. Angwin:
The Colonial Secretary:
could have heen stolewn.
Mr, SAMPSON: Ahout 114 tons of iron
was sold on May 26th, 1918, for £37. This
works out at about 2s. a sheet, nlthough the
warket price at the time was about 10d4. a

It blew off in a gzale,
Not wwuch of it

foot. Iron was really worth £70 or £80 a
ton.
Mr. Jolinston: New iron was worth

about £82.

Mp, BAMPSOX: Mable made up a de
tailed statement nf reeeipts and expenditure
in connection with the farm, practically frow
its inception. This proves that he is 2
methodieal man. The iron ou the buildings
would, therefore, not have been put on in a
carcless manner, and would not have suf:
fered any preat damage. The price obtained
for the iron was very far below market value
Some reserve should have been put on it at
the sale.

Mr. Teesilale: The
lave looked to that.

Mr. SAMPSON: He was never visible.
A drill which cost over £30 wns sold for 30s.

The Coloninl Seeretary: That is absolutely
inrorrect. T have hore a list of the details.

Mr, SAMPSON: Well, that is the price
shown on my fist. T can give other figures
with regard to the machinery sold.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do yon think that
cvery acte cleared was under crop?

Mr, BAMPSRON: XNo, 270 acres were clear-
ail, and 200 were under crop. About 30
acres had heen stripped when 1Mable was
taken away. Constable Jones met two
trains each weck, expecting Stewart, but
Htewart did not turn up. It is said that he
met at Beverley somnehody who tolidl him that
the police were aitministering the estate, and
so he did not go on.  However, that has
no bearing on the suhjcet.  The onus of

brother-in-law should
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looking after Mable's interests was on the
department.  On the 28th February the
Master in Lunacy telegraphed to Constable
Jones telling him tov arrange for stripping
amd earting, pending the arrival of Stewart.
Ou the same day the Master in Lunacy wrote
to L'onstable Jones telling him to get on with
the stripping,  On the 10th March, fones
reported that he bad arranged  with  Mr
Stune to strip the erop, and that he had
some Jdiffienlty in making the arrangements
beeguse the weather by that time was so un-
eerfain, aud work coulil proveed only during
the sunny honurs,  There 15 proof that in-
Jurs bad been done to the value of the erop
hy the long delay. Btone hegan work on
the 7th Mareh, and Uonstable Jones reportel
i the weather eoutinues favonrable, he
shoul] finish by the 15th.’' He went on
to say that some of the bhags had perished
where they had been resting on the carth,
ln all, 308 bagy of wheat were carted, re-
presenting the actual value of the erop of
167 aeres. Yet in the first plave the value
of that erop was estimated ot €417 10s,, and
it is reasonoble to assanme that the estimate
would have heen fulfilled it prompt atten-
tion had heen given to the harvesting.  The
wetual loss to Mable en those figures amomnts
to £239 18s,

The Colonial Meeretary: Whose figures are
you  quoeting?

Mr. SAMPSON: Mable's,

The Coloniat Secretary: Theve you are!

My, SAMPSON: This matter was dealt
with solely by ofieials. Mable had 1no
kuowledge of the arrangements made for
the removal of the erop.  Mueh property on
Mable's farm at Oungerup at the time of his
removal has not bheen aceounted for in any
way whatever, and it womld appear that
some of it was nsappropriated owing to the
faet fhat it was not watehed or protected
in any waye Thirteen tons of hay, 18 bags
of oats, farm machinery, live stock—foals—
vanished, and no statement or figures are
available regarding them,

My, Teesdale: Those again are  Mable's
fizures?
Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, 1t would appear

that the Lunacy Commission realised that
vertain foss had taken place and allecated
the Bblame to Mahle himself. Tt should he
uiecessary fo point ont that Mable, a pa-
tient detained in the Hospital for the Tnsane,
was prevented from conducting his own af-
Fairs and had, of necessity, to rely upon the
State for surh conduet.

Mr, SPEAKER: Ts the hon. member read-
ingr his speech?

AMr. BAMPSON: Yes, this portion of it

Mr, BPEAKER: The hon. member is not
permitted to read his speech,  1f he is read.
g a quotation he must state the source of
it.

Me, BAMDPSOX: Alable’™  farm  should
have been praperly worked hy a competent
mam, or et on shares.  The place, however,

was practieally abandoned, and  for 315
months was allowed to po to ruin.  Mueh
of the movable property was stolen. Some

[ASSEMBLY ]

foals ilisappeared, and the land which had
heen worked went almost back to its virgin
state, Suckers sprang up, and to elear the
land again would be more expensive than
at the outset.  Where the stump jump
lough is used, the rooty are left im the
ground, amd if the land is not worked, the
suckers spring up apgain and the land saon
reverts to its original state, T maintain
that a very grave injustice was done to this
unfortnnate man, He did not receive the
cousideration which a patient shovld  re-
veive from a Government departwment, The
department should have administeved his af-
fairs and protected his interests, [ appeal
te members to sopport the motion becanse,
by so doing, they will be deing only justice
to n man who has suffered very grave injury.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon, I
T. Bronn—Beverley) [1.34 a.m.}: Some time
ago, T promised the Leader of the Opposi-
tion to inquire into Mable’s case and aseer-
tain whether T considered him entitled to re-
epive any compensation from the Govern-
nient. T took the whole of the files dealing
with the case and went theroughly into them
and, in my opinion, everything was done
that could have been done in the cireum-
stances, [ consider that Mable is neither
morally nor legally entitled to any compensu-
tion from the Government. [t is very casy
for the member for Swan to eriticise an offi-
ver who made a speeial endeavour to care for
the estate of this unfortunate man when he
was committed to the Claremont institution.

Hon. W. €. Angwin:  Tnfortunately, thut
ofticer is dead and his version coulld net be
obtained.

The GOLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
sa: we have only the file to go on. That is
the only information T have. The hon. mew-
her should realise that it is wvery difficult
for the department to administer an estate
sa far distant from any centre.

Hon., P. Cellier: This officer is eharped
with the responsibility of «doing that,

The COLONTAL. SECRETARY: That is
s, but the hon. member kuows that it wus
difficult to communicate with a person 200
miles distant, to make investigations regard-
ing the property and to get romeunc to look
aftor it. It was nnly natweral that a certain
period should elapse hefore the matter could
he fixed up, but action was taken s soon ax
pos¢ible. The distance from Gpowangerup,
where the constable was living, to Mable's
farm was 33 miles, The constable was com-
municated with by the Master in Lunacy
and instrueted to inspect the property and
veport, and to appoint someone to Inok after
the place temporarily, or else get the neigh-
heurs to do so. This faet was not men-
tioned by the mewmber for Swan. The hon.
member was not fair,

Mr. Sampson: 1 was not knawingly nn-
fair; | paid o tribute fo Mr. Moore for what
fie haid done,

The COTLONTAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Moore came on the sceme later; lie looked
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after the property at the request of the
Master in Lunaey and was paid a small fee
for the services rendered. The Master in
Lunaey arranged for Mr, Stewart, Mable’s
hrother-in-law, to take churge of the pre-
perty, but Stewart did not go down and did
not take over. A period clapued before the
Master in Lmaacy beeame aware that Stewart
had not gone down and had failed to keep
the avrangement made.
[Ton. 1%
period ?
The COLONTAL SECRETARY:
sayv from memory.
A long one—from the 25th
7th Februarv.
That was not very

Collier:  How lony was that

I cannot

My, Sampson:
Decembicr to the

Hon. W. €, Angwin:
leng.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The first
report made by the econsiable was dated
Ist Fehruary, 1916. ¢ arranged at that
time for Mr, Moore to look after Mable's
property temporarily.

My, S8ampson: Moore had been ddoing so.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ar-
rangements were then made for Mr, Moore
to attend to the harvest. Moore promisced to
tnke off Mable's erop after he had done his
own harvesting, and this promise was car-
vied out.

Mr, Sampson:
conatable’s report.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
eontained in the report of the comstable of
the first February, 1816. On the 10ith Feb-
roary, 1916, there is a record of a note by
the Master in Lunacy pointing ont that the
crop was being taken off. T do not know
where the member for Swan secured his in-
formation, but T have taken my details
from the files. The brother-in-law, Stewart.
did not arrive on the property until after
a period had elapsed. Trowm time to time, at-
tempts were made by the Master in Luouaey
to leage the farm. The business had bren
practically arranged so that the property
would have been leased at a rental of £105
per vear, but, wnfortunately, Mrs. Mable in-
tervened, with the result that the person to
whom the Master in Lanacy intended to
lease the property, would have nothing to do
with the business. Owing to the ivterference
of Mrs. Mable and others, the property was
nat let at all. Had that not eceurred, an
annual rental would have bheen received
and the farm would have heen kept going
in order so long as Mable remained in the
Tospital for the Tosane.

Mr, Tolnston: The crop should have heen
taken off.

The COLONIAT, SECRETARY: The
crop was taken off, FEven if it was a hit
late, there were a lof of erops in that dis-
trict that were not finished at that time, Thus
no great importance attaches to that aspeet,

Hou. P. Collier: After the ¢rop was taken
off, what effort was made to deal with the

That is not shown in the
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property?
The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: Efforts
were made to lease the farm.
Hon. P. Collier: How?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: By in-

terviews wwith two persons, Herbert and an-
other whose name I fovget for the moment,
amd in writing. The property was valued by
an inspeetor of the Agrieultural Bank and
in January, 1913, the value of the land alone
wis asscssed at €515, The farm wag valued
as a going concern by Herbert at £1,500,
and he mude an offer to the Magter in Lun-
ury on that basis.
Mr, Tecsdale:
Mable.

The ("OLONIAL SECRETARY: Through
the unfortunate interference on the part of
Mrs, Mable and the relatives, the leasing
of the property was not completed. There
wus an attempt made to =ell the property
mud the stock as well. Advertisements were
inserted, hut there was no purchaser. The
land in that district is by no means good.

Mr. Sampson:  The propased rental was
Lins for Jand valued at £313.

The  COLOXNTAL SECRETARY: TLaad
in that vieinity 18 all seeond class, The
farm was taken up us first eluss land and
eomgisted of 1,200 odd aeres. Some 840
acrey of conditional purchase land was taken
np under Seetion 55 of the Land Act.

Mr. Johnston: 'That applies to first class
Jomed,

The COLONTAT SHORETARY: Tinder
sertion 36, 203 acres were takem up and
there was alsp 136 aceres taken up as well

Mr, Johnston: Both the sections men-
linned vefer to first elass land.

The (OLONJAIL, SECRETARY: Since
that time, the land which was taken up as
lirst eluss, has been  re-classified and the
rent reduced  considerably,  The land  was
surh that for seven years it was free of rent.
The Master in Lunacy cxperienced great
difficulty n connection with the negotiations
owing to the preat distanee lhe was away
from {he property. He has to adininister
these estates from the city; naturally some
time clapsed in communicating with people

That was Dblocked by Mrs,

nsked  to take charge of the property.
Particolarly  was  that  so  when the
wife and  family interfered in conmection

with the business, The stock and machinery
weroe solil and the money was applied to the
muintenanee of Muble. Otler sales took
place amd the money was devoted to the
maintenapnee of the family, There was no
chavre made for the land luring the period
of detention, and the Agrieultural Bunk did
ot make any charges respecting the money
advaneed by that institution. T have gone
throngh the files and have come to the con-
clision that Mr. Mable is not entitled either
legrally  or  morally to compensation. 1T
jeave it to’ the House, however, to decide
whether MMable it entitled to compensation.

It the Hounse decides in favour of compensa-
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tion, the matter will have to be inguired into.
The preperty will have to e valued to find
what the amount should be. T asked
the Master in Lunacy to have a report drawn
up regarding the trausaction, from the time
iie took charge of the estate until the wind-
ing np of the business. Evidence was given
before the Royal Commission by an official
who went through the files.

My, .Johmstun: The Cemmissioner never
saw Mable.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Mabhle saw me after the Leader of the
Opposition  had  mentioned the matter
in this House. Mr, Mable furnished me with
& long list of figures relating to every detail
conneeted with the farm. His figures dis-
ciose a fur greater value thau, in my epinien,
the facts warrant.

Hon. P, Collior: Even if we do not aceept
his figures, we know that the property was
worth something.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Wel, 1
suppose it is worth something to-day. How-
vver, the adjoining farmers have had to go
out.  The property might not have been
worth anything if My, Mable had remained
ob it; he, too, might have been compelled
to leave the distriet. The adjoining farmers
have bad to leave by reasen of the poor
quality of the Tand,

Hon. P, Collier:
argument, though.

The COLONTAIL: SECRETARY: The
grestion is what would have been the value
of Mr. Malle’s property had it been kept in-
tact? s regards the iron, it was badly put
on the roof, owing to the rafters heing,
not good sawn jarrah, but rough timber.
The wind may have blown some of the iron
off the roof, or some of it may have been
lifted off by neighhours. Tron taken off a
roof to be sold has never anything like the
same valwe as when it was mew, cspeeiafly
after having been put ou as was the iron
in this ease.  Some sales were made. The
sale of iron realised £30 odd. The sale of
horsrx realised €26 15s.

Mr. O Loghlen: How many horses?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I do not
know.

Mz Johnston: There were 1¢ of them.

The COTONTAT SECRETARY: Noj there
were 100 ineluding the foals on the property
when it was first taken over. Two or three
of the horses sold were old horses.

Mr. O'Laghlen: ATl the same, ten horses
ey £2ﬁ!

The (COLONTAL SECRETARY: T am
rcaaling o statement of the disposal of the
movable assets. Om the 17th April a plough
nas soll for €36 Os. Gd.  On the #th May
a drill was aold for £24 19s.  The hon. mem-
her said it was sold for 30s.

Mr. Sampson:  Here is the statement from
the Covernment officer.

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: The
cAatement from which T am quoting was
given me hy the Under Secretary, and T am
sore the fipores are correet, Then there was

Mr,

That is hardly a good
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also the yale of a drill for £24 138, 6d. An
attempt was made to sell the land, bat in
that the Master in Lunacy was not sueeess-
ful. The Master in Lunaey did all he pox-
sibly could in the eirenmstapee:. The tarm
was most diffienlt te operate, ey so
away. The Master in Lunaey had everythinge
againgt him, It was not the duty of the
Gnowangerup constable to attend to the pro-
perty, which was at o distance of 35 miles
from the police station. However. the Mas.
ter in Launaey did ask an adjeining neigh-
hour, Mr, Moore, to look after the tarm aund
an eve wan kept on it by Me, Moo At firs
he dild this gratvitously; Tater on he gt
somg small remuneration.  However, if the
Houge thinks that Mr. Mable i= entitled to
vonsideration, an imquiry will have to lwe
made into the whole of the faets, to ascer-
tain what the assets were veally worth when
he left the farm.

Hon. P. COLLTER {Boulder) [1.76 am.]):
At this hour, and having regard to the state
of the House, I shall not weary lion. mem-
bers by speaking at any length. Probabiy
there is a differenve of opinion as to whether
the Master in Lunacy properiy safeguaried
the interests of Mr. Mable during the tine
this unfortunate man was confinel in the
Claremont Asylam.  The nerson who wis
Master in Tamacey at that time has sinee
died, and possibly many facts sorroundinyg
the carly period of My, Mable’s detention arc
not now known., To-day the officials cam
only compile their ease from the files, and
there ¢an Dbe little doubt that many of the
things which took place do not appear on the
files. T propose, however, to ask the House
to carry the motion on grounds utterly un-
econmected with the files. T will leave the
case put forward by the m~mhber for Swan
{Mr. Sampson), with regard to the neglect
of the officials 1o safegquard Mr. Mable's
interests, as that hor, memher presented it
1 ask the House ta earry the motion on the
ground that My, Mabie las Been done
cruel wrong, inasmneh as he was detaine)
for years in the (Maremont Asylum when he
was g perfectly and absolutely sane man.

Mr, Teesdale: Ts that se?

Hon. P. ("OLLTER: That i=s absxelntely
vorreet, This man has been at large now for
nearly 12 months, and if the deetors had
had their way the man would be in Clare
mant Asylum to-day. That, T say, v a shock-
ing state of affairs, and o seandnlons thing,
Before that Royval (ommissioner who was re-
sponsible for Mable’s release, no less than
ecight or nine dortors swore that 2ohle was
unsafe and oasht not tn he releaxed, Not
withstanding  that medical evidenee, how-
ever, Mable has been relensed; and there is
ne man in this #ountry to-Tar who knows
him has eonvereed with him, butis convineed
that Mable = ahsoleteb wime, He wpes a
sane man for years in the asvlum: nd no
weeater wreane +onll he dane in the waerlid
than to keep @ sitee man in <neh an instito-
tior, i the ofliekrls of the Lunaey De-
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partment had their way, and if certain doc-
tors had their way, Mable would now be in
that institution, and wonld remain their till
the day of his death. When lhe went before
the Roval Commission, thoge men did their
very utmost to prevent him from obtaining
his release. The Inspector General of the
Insane hrought his colleagues hefore that
Royal Commission, and either from stupidity
or bigotry, or for some other reasom, they
testified as they did against Mable. The
Tuspector General of the Tnsane said that
Mable was suffering from a kind of im-
sanity from which he could never recover.
He went into eourt and swore that the man
wounld never recover from his delusions.

Mr, Teesdale: He was pretty bad at first.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In my opinion Mable
was nover insane, They said the same about
Mrs. Mable, but she has been released for four or
five years, and Meahle for the leat 12 months.
What can we think of an institution which
detains & sane man for years ¢ The Government
officials swore that the man must remain insane
for the rest of his life. It has been proved that
they were wrong. Is Parliament going to say
that & man to whom a eruel wrong bhes been
done i8 not entitled to & few pounda by wey of
compensation ? We can give thousands of
pounds to buccaneers and concessionaires ; can
we not apare a few pounds for a man who has
suffered ns Mable has suffered ?

Mr. O'Loghlen: It is poor compensation for
all the mental snguish he has suffered.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No one can say that
Mable did not spend some years in the asylum
in a sane condition. ‘I'he Colonial Secretary
opposed the appointment of a Royal Commission
which secured his release. If the Minister had
had hia way this unfortunate man would be atill
languishing in the asylum. Now he says he
cannot fing a few pounds for him,

The Coloniel Secretary: I did not say that.

Hon. P. COLLIEE: He opposed the in-
vestigation, and he cannot see any justification
for compensation. Had he and his officiala
their way Mable would still be in Claremont.
It is time wo got away from the rubher atamp
attitude of blindly anccepting what the officiala
gnd the doctors tell us, The Minister should not
be & mere gramophone to repeat what he is told
hy some officials. T hope the House will form
its own judgment, and not accept what is put
into the Minister’s mouth by his officiale. Think
of the horrors endured by Mable 7 Death would
be preferable to any normal man who is held
in that institution,

Mr. Teesdale: I cannot imagine the officials
degiring to make all this work and trouble for
themselves.

Hon. P, COLLIER : It is admitted that Mable
has bheen mane since he was liherated. The
Inspector-General opposed his release on the
ground that he was suffering from an incurable
form of insanity. I shall never rest content
while we have s man at the head of that in-
stitution who can keep a person in it when that
person is sane. No man’e liberty ia safe in the
hands of an ofticial like that, and yet we quibble
about a small amount of compensation in this
particular case. The whole of the circumstancea
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are quite sufficient to warrant the House in
yoting svme kind of compensation for Mable.

Mr. Teeadale: It will have to be for a better
reason than that of accusing the department,
which had dome its very best in this matter.
Under condittons of this sort material is often
sacrificed.

Hon. P. COLLIER.: The department excused
themselves by eaying that the relatives had
interfered. The I&E.Islter in Lunacy is the man
who is responsible.

The Colonial Secretary : It wea not what the
relatives said to the Master in Lunacy, but it
wuas the person to whom he wanted to lease the
place.

Hon. P. COLLYER : I have ssid quite enough
to justify members in awarding some com-
pensation to this unfortunate man.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [2- 10 a.m.}: Ido
not admit that the Government officials did
wrong, or that any case has been made out for
compensation for eny wrongful action on the
part of the Government officiala. At the same
time, it is & most distressing case, The Meblea
were brought up in a different atmoaphere.
Mable had a solid commercial education and a
solid bank balance, and the family were induced
to go on the land where they ran into a drought,
The bush-bred Australian would have laughed
at what to the Mables constituted intense hard-
ghip. They were brought up under different
conditions, and in & different environment, and
they should never have attempied to develop
& farm. I was Honorary Minister when these
peo;;lle were put into the hospital, and T spoke
to the then Colonial Secretary, telling him what
was happening, that they were being mhbed,
The neighbours stole their horses, stripped their
mechines, took the iron off the roof of their
house, and although there is nothing blameable
against any Government official, we as & com-
munity should do something for Thomas Mable
and Mre. Mable. It was the circumstances, the
difficulties, which they did not understand before
they tock them on, which had the effect on their
mindg, and we as Austmlians who are used to
these things, should give some assistance to those
people. I move an amendment—

That all words after " House' in line 2
be struck cut and ‘* & compassionate allowance
should be granted to Thomas Mable™ be
inserted in lieu.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [2-15] a.m.:
The member for Swan (Mr., Sampson) was ill
advised in the wording of his motion, Virtuslly
it amounted to an attack on & public official who,
we know, acted in the best interests of the estate,
As the Minister has pointed out, there was con-
siderable diffienlty in the insccessibility of the
farm, and great difficulty ic procuring a care-
taker. The hon. member took up a wrong
attitude when he made an indictment against nn
ofticial. The Leader of the Opposition pursued
a far more moderate and sensible course when
he asked the House to look at it purely from tha
peint of view that this unfortunate man wae
detained while sane. I have never before heard
such straight-forward statements made, hut I
om prépared to accapt the word of the Leader
of the Opposition for the truth of those state-
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ments. Certain hardship has  heen cansed
through the long detention of this unfortunate
man in the institution. 1 agree with the member
for Pilhara (Mr. Underwood: that the case can
he met Iy a compassionate allnwance, the amount
of which, I feel certain, may he safely left to the
diseretion of the Minister. Irrespective of what
the Lender of the Opposition uaid, there iz
nothing to show that either the institution or
the Government wilfully and deliberately caured
Mable to be imprisoned while sanc. It in ex-
traordinary that seven or eight medical men
should have testitied against his release, and
that in the end, and in face of such evidence, he
ghould have been released on the autherity of
one man. I feel that this watter can be mwet
by the granting of a compassionate allowance,
and I am sure the Minister will be more inclined
to agree to that than to agree with the indictment
made against the department, for which there
was no ground whatever, It is guite possible
that the administering of the estate has resulted
in considerable lags, and I should not he surprised
to find that no charge whatever has been made
against the estate for the tremendous amount of
work entailed upon the department.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle)
{2-19 a.m.]: I should not have spoken on this
subject, but for the statement made by the
mover of the motion respecting the recent
Royal Commission on Lunacy. He said
it was the duty of a Royal Commission to
investigate any complaint lodged, and that
the only way that could be done was through
the Governnient ofliciale. Unfortunately the
Master in Luoaey Aied before the appoint-
ment of the Commission, and s0 the only
information availuble was that wbich the
Trustee of Public Estates could give, 1M
Moss's evidenee was very clear. He had spent
hours going through the files relatinyg to the
question, and while he had bad nothing whaut-
vver to (o with the case, he formed the
opinion that th Master in Lunaey had done
cverything possible. By interjection to-night
it was said the Commission did not eall Mable,
It is true that, vightly ov wrongly, the Comn-
misgion deeided that they should not subprena
ex-patients or patients of the imstitution if
those people did not wish to come forward.
But Mr. Mous’s evidence was publighed in the
Press, and if any of the statements therein
contained was wrong, Mable eould have come
aleng and addnerid evidence hefore the Royal
Commiasion,

Mr., Johnston: The recent
quired into his case.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not on the guestion
of hia detention. No matter what Mable's
mental condition mey have heen at the time,
T am of the opinion that le is now sane, other-
wise he would have asked to he called before the
Commission. I do noet think Mable can put up
a case against the department regarding the
administration of his estate. Members should
realise that this property was 20 miles from
anywhere, Only sbout 200 acres had been
cleared, and the Master in Lunacy did what any
reasonable man would have done, namely he
consulted Mable's relatives. If the relativen
were tit to look after the children, they were fit
to look after the property. One relative re-
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sidel in the district, and the Master in Lunacy
di.| - he hest thing possible in the interests of the
patient hy getting him to look after the property.
Wt had only the evidencr contuined in the tiles,
anel we came to the conclusion that evervthing
possible had been done.  We were shown photn-
graphs of the hoildings. T think I mentioned to
nne or two memhers at the time that it was
sulprising that the irom should have heen re.
moved from the buildings. The wnodwork of
the huoildings, hnwever. consikted of round bush
timber, which did not give a proper, surface for
the iron, and we were informed that during a gale
some of the iron was displneed,

Mr TUnderwood: Do not take any notice of
that,

Hon, W, . ANGWIX : Some of the iron was
found lying about nn the ground and instructions
were given to yemove the balanee of the iron,

Mr. Underwood : For neighhours™ farms ¢

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN : Altogether 108 sheets
of iron were sold, which is a lnng way from heing
a ton of iron.

Mr, Underwood :
shook the rest,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T do not aay whether
it was taken or not, hut I treat scitlers on the
land as honest people. There is no evidence
that any iron was stolen, The 108 sheets were
valued by the constahle at £37. An offer of
£31 was made nnd a little more than that sum
was obtained. T want members to realise that
it is very diflicult, even for the medical profession,
ta deal with some of these cases. I discussed
this matter with the Tnspector (teneral of the
Insane in Victoria, and T gathered from him that
the disease of the bmin from which Mable was
supposed to he suffering ia the most difficult of
all to deal with. Tt is quite possible for a medical
man to make a mistake. The medical officera
bhave to carry great responuihilities and it is

vestionable whether these responsibilities are
pot at times too heavy for then, .

Mr. Johnston: Too heavy fur the patients,
Mr. Underwood : And far tle doctors. tono.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : Tspa'.e to Dr. Sinclair,
Inspector-General of the Insane in New South
Wales, on the same subject and he srid—" Why
should we carry the responsisility ¥ If other
persons are willing to take these patients and
accept the responsibility, well and good ; but
my experience has shown me that though some
persons express the wish to take certain patients
they always want to do un without accepting the
responsihility.” That is wheie the diflionlty
occurs, J was at the Clarement hoapital twe
duys before Christmas and snv- a woman whe,
I thought, was fit to bhe dircbrrged. She wos
reasnnable and colierent, and she stated her case
very clearly. I was at the iustitotion on the
day after Christmas Day und that wumen was
then in bed in a atraight jaciet, During the
interval, she had attempted to strangle a nurse
and, hut for the arrival of timele assistancr, the
nurse would have lost her life. 1t is quite easy
for anyone not possessing special knowledge of
these cases to be led ustray. Judging that
woman on her manner two days hefore Christmas,
I would have hud no hesitation in saying she
was fit to he discharged. T support the amend-
ment. Some of these patients on being dis-
charged from the institution, require a little more

You did not lind out who
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assistance than is usually given them. These
persons are discharged from the institution with
£1 in their pockets. One man told us shat he
left the ingtitution not many weeks ago, after
having got a hat from one attendant and a
coat from another ; in that way he was discharged
to start in the world again. I hope something
will be done so that these people will not be sent
out of the institution penniless. They should
be aggisted to start in life again.

The Colonial Secretary : That has been altered.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN : T understand that is so.

Amendment put and passed ; the question,
ag amended, agreed to.

PAPERS—-WARQONA-LAKE CLIFTON
RAILWAY.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premicr's department
has asked me to discharge the file dealing with
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the Waroona-Lake Clifton reilway, in view of
the fact that a Royal Commission has been
sppointed to investigate the matter. It is m
intention to discharge the file from the Table
at 1 p.m, this day.

ADJOURNMENT—CLOSE OF SESSION.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon, W. J.
George—Murray-Wellington) [2-28]: 1 do not
intend to occupy any time in making valedictory
remarks, because these were expressed before
the Christmas adjournment. I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till the
21st February.

Question put and pasged.
House adjourned at 2°30 a.m. (Friday).

Parliament was prorogued to lst June, 1922, by Proclamation isgued in the Government
Gazetie published on 10th February, 1922,




